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It has been a slow activities time for the Kansas City Triumph Sports Car Club over the last two 
months. And the rain cooperated at the Triumph All British spring picnic, and it looked like to me that 
all had a good time. Shout out to Steve Peak for his always great gourmet hot dogs and hamburg-
ers. This is the question you must ask yourself. Could I be the gourmet “hotdog” to replace Steve as 
he has been the hotdog champ for many years. Don’t tell Steve about this, but I’m sure there is a 
“Super Hotdog Champ” in our club that could teach him a thing or two about flipping a hamburger 
or turning a hot dog.  Help Steve and the club out and sign up for next year; Steve will be around 
to help get you going.  
 
For those of you who bought your British cars as grocery getters, there is no reason to read on. BUT if 
you own you fine British machines to drive, enjoy the nuances of the rattles, creaks and unknown 
sounds coming from under your car. OR the road sounds of your Pirellis scuffing the road as you take 
that tight turn, the sound and smell of your exhaust on a cool fall day, the joy of having your spouse or 
best friend in the seat next to you telling you what to do, then the September 2026, Kansas City Tri-
umph Sports Car Club Rib Run Rally should be first on your list. Come and enjoy a day in the 
sun (hopefully) and the excitement of a time speed distance rally.  September 23, 2026 
 
John Brown Editor 
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       Triumph TR6 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

John & Mary Forman 1964 TR4 (pictured) 

Richard & Lea-Ann Germinder 1976 TR6 

Oh No! Not Another One! 
 
 
I’m beginning to understand why some folks like to buy and sell 
Triumphs, fixing them up in the meantime. I never thought I’d be 
that kind of TR owner, but here I am. 
 
Since 2017, I’ve purchased and sold a TR3, purchased a TR4 and 
had it restored, purchased a TR6 and modified it in several small 
and not-so-small ways. I just recently decided and took steps to 
sell my TR4 at auction. It’s a beautiful car, not a scratch or blem-
ish, still gleaming and shining three years after restoration. I just 
don’t drive it that much, nor am I keen to do so in its current state. 
I don’t regret the purchase or the restoration; I just don’t need 
three sports cars (I also have a Porsche Boxster as a daily driver). 
So off it goes! It will appear on Bring a Trailer soon, courtesy of a 
local partner in St. Louis (Classic Car Studio). They’re the closest 
partner. 
 
Once that car is sold, I will sell the TR6 next spring/summer. I 
want to drive it this fall, winter and spring. I just finished having 
Mr. Gumminger install a soft-top, which looks great and believe it 
or not, keeps one cool in this beastly heat (courtesy of a zip-out 
rear window). In the meantime, I’ve arranged to purchase a 
“custom” build of a TR7, with a 4.0 liter V8 from TWS Motors in 
Massachusetts, formerly the Wedge Shop. When finished next 
summer, it will be a brand new sports car, well-powered and in-
cluding air conditioning! Woohoo! 
 
I don’t recommend this path to everyone, but it is a fun way to en-
joy our cars, beyond driving them. See you soon! 
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2026 British Car Picnic Draws Strong Turnout Despite Rainy Forecast 
 
 
 
Despite a forecast calling for rain throughout the day, the 2026 British Car Picnic turned 
out to be a successful and enjoyable gathering for enthusiasts and families alike. 
Attendees arrived under cloudy skies with the possibility of rain looming, but the weath-
er cooperated for most of the event. The picnic remained dry through the afternoon, al-
lowing organizers and volunteers to complete the cooking and food preparations without 
interruption. Guests were able to enjoy the outdoor activities, admire the vehicles on dis-
play, and socialize comfortably before rain finally arrived later in the day. 
Considering the uncertain weather forecast, the turnout exceeded expectations. Approxi-
mately 85 people attended the annual picnic, demonstrating the dedication and enthusi-
asm of the British car community. Members and guests enjoyed good food, great con-
versation, and the opportunity to share their passion for classic and modern British auto-
mobiles. 
The event once again highlighted the strong camaraderie within the club. While the fore-
cast may have discouraged some from attending, those who came were rewarded with a 
pleasant day that stayed dry when it mattered most. 
The 2026 British Car Picnic proved that a little threat of rain is no match for the spirit of 
British car enthusiasts. With a solid turnout, successful meal service, and plenty of fel-
lowship, the picnic was another memorable event for all who attended. 
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Triumph GT6 At 60: the grand tourer with a Le 

Mans story 

Here’s a useful lesson from the 1960s British car industry: if you’ve got a pretty little sports 

car, an Italian designer, a racing department and a marketing team with a fondness for dra-

matic phrasing, you can end up with a legend that’s only partly true. Which brings us neatly to 

the Triumph GT6. Launched in 1966, and celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2026, the GT6 

has long carried one of those handy pub-friendly descriptions: “the poor man’s E-Type”. It’s 

easy to see why. Long bonnet, fastback roof, two seats, British badge, six-cylinder engine. 

Squint across a show field and the comparison just about works.  

Stand closer, though, and the GT6 becomes much more interesting than a budget Jaguar trib-

ute act. It wasn’t trying to be an E-Type. It was a small, sharp, slightly mischievous grand 

tourer that started life with one idea, borrowed glamour from another, and somehow ended up 

with a racing story attached. The beginning is pure Triumph. In the early 1960s, Standard-

Triumph had the Spitfire: a neat, affordable roadster styled by Giovanni Michelotti. It looked 

good, sold well and gave buyers open-top fun without requiring them to remortgage anything 

important. Naturally, someone wondered whether a fixed-head GT version might work.  

So, in 1963, Triumph sent a Spitfire to Michelotti in Italy and asked him to create a coupe. 

Back came a handsome fastback with a roofline that made the little car look far more grown-

up. Lovely idea. One small problem: the extra weight made the standard four-cylinder Spitfire 

feel a bit undernourished.  
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Or, to put it another way, Triumph had accidentally made a car that looked faster than it was. Nev-

er ideal.  

The project was shelved, but the shape refused to go away. Triumph’s competition department saw 

an aerodynamic advantage in the fastback roof and used similar styling on racing Spitfires for Le 

Mans. Those cars went on to achieve success, including a class win at the 1965 24 Hours of Le 

Mans. Suddenly, that abandoned coupe idea had a rather glamorous halo.  

When the road car finally arrived in 1966, Triumph leaned into the connection. The GT6 was pro-

moted with the idea that it was “born in Le Mans”, which is excellent marketing and only slightly 

cheeky.  

In reality, the road-going GT project had come first, and the racing fastbacks had borrowed from 

that earlier Michelotti shape. So the GT6 wasn’t exactly born at Le Mans. More like Le Mans 

borrowed its jacket, looked terrific in it, then handed it back. Still, why let a small technicality 

spoil a good brochure? To solve the performance issue, Triumph gave the GT6 a 2.0-litre straight 

six related to the unit used in the Vitesse. That changed the character completely. The GT6 was-

n’t just a Spitfire with a hat on. It had a smoother, richer engine note and a proper mini-GT feel. 

It could cruise in a way the smaller-engined Spitfire couldn’t, and suddenly the fastback styling 

made sense.  

There was also a practical side, at least by sports car standards. The fixed roof made it more civ-

ilised in poor weather, and the rear hatch gave it a bit more usefulness than you might expect 

from something so low and compact. Not estate-car useful, obviously. You weren’t loading 

wardrobes into it. But for a weekend away, a bag of tools and the owner’s optimism, it did nice-

ly.  

The early GT6 wasn’t without its quirks. The rear suspension, inherited from Triumph’s small-

car family tree, could be “interesting” if treated carelessly. That’s a polite classic-car way of 

saying it had the potential to surprise you at exactly the wrong moment. Triumph improved 

things with later versions, especially the Mk2, but the first cars still had that old-school sports 

car requirement: please bring some skill, or at least some humility.  

That’s part of the appeal today. Modern performance cars work very hard to protect us from 

ourselves. The GT6 was from a time when the car might simply raise an eyebrow and let you 

find out.  

It also has that wonderfully British mix of ambition and thrift. Triumph didn’t have Lamborghini 

money, Porsche polish or Jaguar glamour. What it had was a pretty Michelotti body, a compact 

chassis, a smooth six-cylinder engine and a knack for making something feel more special than 

its parts list suggested.  

And special it still feels. The GT6 is small enough to be charming, quick enough to be entertain-

ing, and handsome enough to make people wander over at shows and say, “I always liked these.” 

That might not sound dramatic, but in classic car terms it’s a very powerful spell.  
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Sixty years on, the GT6 deserves better than being remembered only as the poor man’s anything. 

It’s a clever little British GT with Italian lines, a six-cylinder voice and one of the cheekiest Le 

Mans backstories in the business.  

Not born in Le Mans, perhaps. But it certainly knew how to use the address.  

Internet images of GT6 that have 

race in Le Mans 

Article contributed by 

Bill Baker 
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WEDGE WORDS 
By Steve Olson 

We recently drove our TR8 on a weekend drive with a dozen other old British sports cars. No great 

distance, 500+ miles and no high speeds, usually 65 or less. And some of those cars have not been 

that far from home in decades. How many breakdowns do you think we had? Zero is the answer. 

And that isn’t really surprising. All of us that went on that trip have had our cars for a while and 

have worked the bugs out on shorter drives around town. In doing so, we have learned what issues 

are most likely to crop up and have prepared ourselves with a spare part and the tools it takes to in-

stall it. Brake light switches and fuel pumps are often found to come in handy along with ignition 

components. And if these parts are never needed, that is great. Just having them handy is good insur-

ance. We got our cars trustworthy enough to take on the road by buying one that someone else had 

professionally prepared, or by having a trusted professional shop check the car over and perform 

whatever service and repairs it needed, or by doing checks and services ourselves after watching lots 

of YouTube videos and reading manuals. Any of these three methods or a combination of all of them 

will achieve a road-ready car. Buying one already done costs the least money in the long run. Having 

a pro do the work for you probably is the most expensive. Doing it all yourself will cost way more 

time and gobs more money than you would expect. But the pleasure of driving and pride in owner-

ship and the friends you will make along the way are truly priceless. For any car new to me or one 

that has just had major work done, I would not even consider making a cross country journey. 

(Actually, I have done it and I don’t recommend it.) I would start with a trip around the neighbor-

hood. I want to be able to walk home if I have to. Once I can cruise the neighborhood without issues, 

I will venture all the way to the local auto parts place or the local burger joint. Each successful trip 

allows the next to stretch a bit further. Once I have done 100 mile round trips, I know that the car 

should be fine for whatever distance I need to go. For longer trips club members often go in cara-

vans. There are safety and fun in numbers. Overnight trips offer time to get to know each other at 

meals or in the evenings after a long day’s drive. And occasionally stopped along the roadside while 

someone’s car gets mechanical love. I recall once when a U joint gave out, but someone had a spare. 

We found room to get off the road at a forest ranger tower parking lot. While some drug out tools 

and got to work, the rest of us set up chairs in a circle and began sharing whatever snacks and bever-

ages we had along. Due to lack of proper tools, the repair took a while, but we turned it from a minor 

disaster into an unplanned social event. Always travel with chairs, snacks, and beverages just in case. 

If your car just sits in your garage gathering dust, you will miss out on much of the fun of owning it. 

The calendar of club events is full of opportunities to drive your car locally or further when you and 

it are ready. So, get your motor runnin. Get out on the highway. Hmmmmm….... that might make a 

good song lyric.  

 

Steve Olson  
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The history of Triumph cars spans over a century, beginning with a bicycle business in Coventry, 

England, in 1885. After transitioning into motorcycles, the company built its first car in 1923. 

Triumph is best known for its iconic lineup of post-WWII open-top sports cars, including the leg-

endary TR series, the Spitfire, and the Stag.  

 1885–1939: Bicycles to the First Automobiles  

Siegfried Bettmann and Moritz Schulte, two German immigrants, founded the Triumph Cycle 

Company in London before moving manufacturing to Coventry. The business quickly boomed, 

expanding into motorcycles in 1902. In 1921, general manager Claude Holbrook convinced the 

board to enter the car market by acquiring the assets of the Dawson Car Company. This led to the 

release of the first official Triumph car, the 10/20, in 1923.  

In the 1930s, the company rebranded as the Triumph Motor Company and began moving upmar-

ket with stylish and sporty models like the Super 7 and the Dolomite, utilizing early engineering 

contributions from the famous Donald Healey. Unfortunately, the looming threat of WWII forced 

the company into liquidation in 1939.  

1945–1984: The Sir John Black Era and the TR Series 

 In 1945, the Standard Motor Company, led by Sir John Black, acquired the remains of Triumph. 

Black wanted a car to compete directly with Jaguar. This resulted in the 1948 Triumph Roadster, 

a stylish vehicle with a "dickie seat" in the back, which paved the way for the renowned TR 

(Triumph Roadster) series.  

In 1953, Triumph launched the TR2, a rugged and affordable sports car that jumpstarted their 

massive success in international racing and rallying. Over the next two decades, the TR lineage 

evolved through the TR3, TR4, TR5, and the fan-favorite TR6. In 1962, they also introduced the 

smaller, more accessible Spitfire, and later the grand touring GT6. 

1960–1984: Acquisitions and the End of the Marque  

As the British auto industry consolidated, Triumph was purchased by Leyland Motors in 1960, 

which then merged into the sprawling British Leyland (BL) conglomerate in 1968. Triumph cars 

continued to be produced, including the Stag and the high-performance Dolomite Sprint.  

However, severe financial crises, strikes, and poor build quality plagued British Leyland. The 

final Triumph model, the Acclaim, was launched in 1981—ironically, it was essentially a re-

badged Honda Ballade built under license. The Triumph brand name was officially retired in 

1984. Today, the rights to the Triumph automotive brand are owned by BMW, while the Tri-

umph Motorcycles brand continues as a completely separate entity.  

A Brief History of our Triumph Sports Cars 

 

Courtesy of the Internet 
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The Triumph 10/20, built from 1923 to 1926, was the very first automobile produced 

by the Triumph Motor Company. Named for its taxable 10 horsepower rating and 20 

brake horsepower output, this historic car set major precedents in the British automo-

tive industry. Key Technical Specifications & Details: • Engine: 1,393 cc (1.4L) 4-

cylinder side-valve engine. • Performance: It produced 23.5 hp at 3,000 RPM, 

achieved a top speed of 52 mph, and returned roughly 33 mpg. • Braking: It was 

highly notable for being one of the first British production cars to utilize hydraulic 

brakes. • Dimensions: Built on a 102-inch wheelbase, it was larger and more spacious 

than many "light cars" of its era. • Production: Approximately 2,500 models were 

produced, available in five body styles including an all-weather tourer and an alumi-

num-paneled sports model. [1, 2, 3] Given its rarity, it is highly valued by pre-war 

motoring clubs. To learn more about this historical vehicle or to look into parts and 

archives, you can visit the Pre-1940 Triumph Motor Club or explore detailed histo-

ries provided by Moss Motors. [1]  

Triumph 1930 Super 7 

A Brief History of our Triumph Sports Cars 

Continued  
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Memoriam 

The World has said Goodbye to a Magnificent Man, Hus-
band, Dad, Grandpa, Great-Grandpa, Son, Brother, and 
Friend to so many. 
  
Robert Parker McBean of Prairie Village, Kansas, drew 
his last breath on June 17, 2026, at the age of 87, after 
having a stroke on June 9, 2026, with his wife, daughter, 
and two sons by his side. 

Robert "Bob" Parker McBean 

May 6th 1939—June 17th 2026 

 A real joy for Bob was his 1976 Triumph TR6 sports car, and, along with Marilyn, he had a long 

membership in the Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club, where he was the director from 1990 

to 1993.  

Editors Note; Please go the Mr. McBean’s obituary at  https://cremationcenterkc.mykeeper.com/

RobertMcbean for the full story of a very interesting and accomplished man. 

Below are the first Editors Notes from ;Bob as Director of the Kansas City Sports Car Club 
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Box of Twinkies and a 12 pack of Beer 
 
By Craig Simons 

Mike said if you pay for gas, I’ll tow it down to Charleston for you. That was just the push I 
needed. I bought the maroon colored, Bug Eye Sprite. It didn’t matter that it had a poor re-
spray, or that it had some odd shaped non-original seats. Even the shag carpet covering the 
floorboard was not enough to stop me from spending $400. As I remember, my friends Dad 
said it ran before he parked it in their garage. 
 
 
It was 1977, and I was at U of Missouri, Columbia. This adventure starts when I was in the 
back seat of a friend’s car with my future wife Kim (we were just friends at this point), driv-
ing around Columbia, deciding what to do after a night on the town. 
 
 
Mike and Pam were in front seat when Pam said, “Let’s go surprise my parents in St. Lou-
is!”, and that’s all Mike needed. The next morning I discovered the Bug Eye in her father’s 
garage. I also found out it was for sale. As we drove back to Columbia that afternoon, I 
couldn’t get the Bug Eye out of my head. At breakfast the next morning, Mike’s now infa-
mous comment “You pay for gas, I’ll haul it down to Charleston, S.C for you” was men-
tioned. On Easter break, that’s exactly what happened. Now Mike was from Sedalia, Mo., 
where his family owned a farm. Mike took a trailer and picked up the Bug Eye and brought 
it back to his farm. He welded up a custom hitch to the front of the Bug Eye because Mike 
didn’t want to haul a trailer to and from South Carolina. 
 
 
My roommate and I drove down to my parent’s house in Charleston at the beginning of 
Easter break and Mike brought the Bug Eye down, a few days later. I asked Mike if he had 
any problems, and he mentioned two. First a weld broke loose on hitch, and he had to stop at 
a gas station in some small town and borrow the owner’s welder to weld up some broken 
brackets. Second, he had a flat on Bug Eye but was lucky enough to find a tire in another 
small town. It’s kind of funny the way Mike explained the tire scenario. 
 
 
Mike: “Well, I took off the flat and drove to a nearby gas station and asked the manager if he 
had a tire for my car. The manager said, that’s a pretty small tire, but let me see what I have 
in back. The guy comes back around shop with a tire and says, it’s the right size, and it’s a 
Michelin. He also stated that Michelin is a pretty good tire. I was expecting some exorbitant 
price. You know, small town, out of town customer, in dire need… The guy said, “How 
about 5 bucks?”. I said great, had tire mounted and was on my way.” 
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Box of Twinkies and a 12 pack of Beer 
 
Continued 

So now I had the Bug Eye as a project when I came home for summer break, two 
months later. 
Oh, I should mention that when school was out in May, I drove to San Diego to see a 
friend. Picked up 2 used Bug Eye seats and some bumper guards. I got the car run-
ning and installed new top and carpets. Dad found a sailor on his ship that used to be 
a painter in a body shop. He painted the car in my parents’ open-air carport, and I 
sold the car for $1,400. 
One last thing. When Mike pulled into the driveway that morning, I went down to 
congratulate him on a job well done. As I walked by the cab, I glanced into the front 
seat and saw an opened box of twinkies and a 12 pack of Busch beer. 
I said “Mike, what’s with the Twinkies and Beer?” 
Mike smiled and said “Breakfast ! “ 
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Upcoming Events  

September 2026 
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CLUB BOARD MEETING NOTES    

 By Pat Barrett 

 

 
The Club’s Board of Officers meets monthly to take care of the “business” of running the Club and to 
plan future events and activities. Here is a brief summary of the main issues considered by the Board at 
its last monthly meeting and the annual meeting. The Board always reviews and approves the monthly 
Treasurer’s report and minutes of the last meeting, reviews plans for upcoming events, and reviews re-
cently completed events. As plans for upcoming events and reports of past events appear elsewhere in 
this newsletter they will not be treated here unless there is something unusual to report. 
Questions or comments? Please contact a Board member. 
 
Board Meeting of May 19, 2026: 
 
Discussions are continuing with national VTR leadership and the St. Louis Triumph Owners Associa-
tion (SLTOA) regarding hosting 2028 South Central Regional Convention. Director Keith Jordan and 
member Jeff Givens are discussing a potential contract with a proposed venue in the Missouri Ozarks. 
 
Newsletter Editor John Brown reported that long time advertisers Moss and Rimmer Bros. are no longer 
advertising in club publications. Both companies have recently been acquired by the same private equity 
firm. 
 
Webmaster Kenny Wymore is working to resolve issues with the calendar on the Club website. 
 
The Board discussed a proposal to change the seating arrangement at Club Night out from a long table 
to conventional six-seat tables. After discussion, the Board decided to solicit member feedback. Please 
contact a Board member if you wish to comment on this issue. 
 
 
Board Meeting of June 16, 2026: 
 
Newsletter Editor John Brown requests members to submit articles to our newsletter, The TR Times, 
regarding their cars and related trips and activities that may be of interest to other members. 
 
A contract has been finalized with the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association and the venue for hosting 
the 2028 VTR Nationals in the Ozarks. 
 
Board member Steve Peak set up a Google Drive account for Club officers to store Club documents and 
related materials. 
 
The Board asks members whose plans change to cancel attendance reservations on Evite so that the host 
can better plan for the actual attendance. This is especially important where restaurant reservations are 
involved. 
Submitted 08 03 26 
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MEMBER APPLICATION 

New:           Renewal:  

Name: __________________________________________  

Spouse/Other:____________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________  

Home Phone: ____________________________________ 

Cell Phone:_______________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Car(s) Information (Include project cars): 

Make               Year             Model                Color                  

VIN 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

The Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club is dedicated to 

the preservation and restoration of Triumph sports cars.  

We are a social club of enthusiasts from all over Merto 

Kansas City.  The club hosts monthly gatherings, driving 

events, group email and technical sessions providing many 

opportunities to enjoy your Triumph and other little British 

sports cars.  We publish a bimonthly newsletter sent to all 

members.  Don’t worry if you don’t currently have a Tri-

umph or if your car is less then prefect.  We welcome all 

Triumph enthusiasts and other British sports car owners.  

To join or renew, complete the application and mail with a 
$20 check ($30 for paper copy of newsletter) to:  

 

 

 

 

 
OR apply and pay on-line at our website: 

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com 

JOIN KANSAS CITY TRIUMPHS 

Dan Sullivan KCTSCC Treasurer 
16936 W168th Terrace 

Olathe KS66062 
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Classified Ads 

Couldn’t have built these with 

out Geoff’s parts! 

     John Brown 
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Editor: John Brown  johnwbrown1948@gmail.com 

Subscription:  Via membership in the Club: $20 per year. 

Classified Ads:  Non Business ads are FREE 

                             LBC cars and parts only 

Advertising Rates: $35 Business Card, $45 1/4 Page, $90 half 

page, $180 full page. All rates are for 6 issues. 

TR TIMES is published six times per year by Kansas 

City Triumphs Sports Car Club and welcomes all sub-

mitted material for publication. Neither its editor, board 

of directors nor club members accept any responsibility 

for accuracy of article content or any injury resulting 

from technical suggestions.  Articles and photos may be 

submitted to the Editor by e-mail.  Uncredited articles 

are provided by the Editor. 

JOIN THE  

VINTAGE TRIUMPH REGISTER 

VTR is the national club of Triumph enthusiasts and spon-

soring organization for our Kansas City Triumphs Sports 

Car Club. 

VTR membership provides: 

• The Vintage Triumph Magazine, a bi-monthly color 

publication 

• National and regional VTR Conventions 

• Website with reference materials and member only 

sections 

• Record trace certificates for TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B   

• Clothing, regalia and exclusive items 

$35 annual membership.  Sign up at vtr.org 

Paul Newman's TR 6 race 

car  

Photo by  Hal Crocker 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

 
Cooperative 

 Work & Storage 

Space For  

Classic Cars 

 

 
Centrally Located in KCMO 

816-678-3027 

www.yourclassicride.com 
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• British Roadster Specialist 
• Major Mechanical 
• Performance Tuning 
• Reliability Upgrades 

• Convertible Tops 
• Interior Installations 
• Glass Replacement 
• Full Restorations 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 


