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Good Samaritan Society  

Car show 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

John & Annette Robertson 1975 TR6 French Blue  

Richard & Georgia Klein many Triumphs TR3 through TR6, GT6 & other British cars  

See the USA with the TRA…  

With apologies to Chevrolet and Diana Shore (If you’re too young to 

make the connection, forget it!) While I don’t know all of the ancient 

history of the KCTSCC, I know we’ve been around since 1978 and 

have been a chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register (VTR) for most, 

if not all of that time. Did you know there’s another national organiza-

tion supporting Triumphs? Yup, it’s the Triumph Register of America 

(TRA) which started in Ohio as a small club in 1974. I joined the TRA 

in the late 1970s and still have my membership cards. Evidently, I was 

unaware of the the VTR. The TRA is a little different in that they fo-

cus on the TR2s-TR4s. Other TR models are welcome, but the focus is 

on the early cars. They have a very nice magazine, they maintain orig-

inality judging standards, host a national meet every year, typically in 

the midwest, and a supportive community of experts, willing to help 

with solving car problems, technical advice and restoration. The 2026 

TRA National Meet will be held in Madras, Oregon (SE of Portland), 

June 15-19. This is their first meet west of the Rockies (they held a 

national meet in Branson, Missouri back in 2005), and is hosted by the 

Portland Triumph Owner’s Association. The west coast Triumph own-

ers are a hardy lot, traveling up and down the coast to attend meets, so 

I expect a good crowd in Madras. A few of us from KC are planning 

to be there, though it is over 1700 miles each way! The KCTSCC is 

now affiliated with TRA, and will be known as a “center”, mimicking 

the designation used by the UK-based TR Register, the granddaddy of 

them all. If you’re not a member, by all means check out the TRA at 

triumphregister.com and join up. You’ll be glad you did.  

Keith Jordan  

Director  



http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com                                                                                                                                                            Page 3 

TR TIMES PAGE 3 OCT /NOV 2025  

WEDGE WORDS 
By Steve Olson 

Lately I have been working on my MG Midget with its Triumph Spitfire derived 1500 

engine. It seems that it insists on dieseling after I shut the ignition key off. This was a 

problem that plagued at least the later model MG’s and Triumphs. It can probably be 

blamed mostly on modern fuels that vaporize and ignite at lower temperatures than the 

good stuff we can no longer easily or inexpensively get. So the engineers created the an-

ti-run-on valve. It is a simple device with an elec-trical solenoid that moves a plunger. 

When the ignition is off this device is pow-ered. The oil pressure sender supplies the 

ground to it whenever oil pressure is above a few PSI. When you shut off the engine it 

takes a couple seconds for the oil pressure built up inside the engine to bleed down. So 

for those seconds the circuit is completed and a solenoid opens the valve and lets fresh 

air from the outside world rush into the intake. That means there is not much vacuum 

from the running engine to pull fuel through the carb. With no spark and much re-duced 

fuel the engine stops running. Seems simple because it is simple. When the ignition is 

switched on there is no power to the device and it does nothing.  

Well after a few hundred thousand miles of faithful service my device has be-come in-

termittent. It works when it wants to but mostly doesn’t when I want it to. The metal 

part is crimped onto the plastic part and was never made to be opened up. But with de-

termination and some brute force I managed to pry it open. Once apart I tested the elec-

trical coil inside and it was had minimal re-sistance, did have current flow through it, 

and was not shorted. And the metal core moved freely inside the coil. No dang reason 

why it should not always work. I gave everything a good cleaning and carefully reas-

sembled everything. Then I crimped the metal back to the plastic and tested it a dozen 

times. Once back on the car it failed. So I took it off and pried it apart and played the 

whole game again. Same result. Being a determined soul, or stubborn cuss, I did this a 

few more times. This entertained me for a good half a day.  

Then I did some online searching to find the supplier with the best price and ordered a 

new one. It will cost me just under a hundred bucks. I am sure that eventually I could 

get my old one working properly. Being retired my time is not worth much per hour. 

And I am thrifty to a fault. But I think half a day is more time invested than this simple 

device is worth. As I write this the new one is in shipment and should arrive in a few 

days. Sometimes the best way to fix a problem is to just throw money at it.  
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Are You Getting the Most Out of Classic British Car Ownership? 

By Larry Taylor 

Owning a classic British sports car is a joy in itself—the sound of the engine, the feel of 

the road, and the simple pleasure of driving a piece of history. But the real reward of own-

ership comes when you take that joy a step further and share it with others. Being part of a 

British car club and the broader British car community is about far more than turning a 

key—it’s about turning acquaintances into lasting friendships and building a community 

that keeps these cars on the road for generations to come. 

Keep Your Car in Top Shape 

When your car is well-maintained, you’re ready to join in on all kinds of adventures—from 

day trips and overnight drives to traveling as a group to out-of-town car shows. A car in 

top mechanical condition doesn’t just make the drive more enjoyable, it makes it possible 

to participate fully.  

Show It Off—For the Fun of It 

Polishing your car and entering it in local and regional shows is not about the trophies. It’s 

about the camaraderie, the conversations, and the connections you make with other enthu-

siasts and the broader British car community. 

Take Part in Club Life 

Monthly social and breakfasts meetings and tech sessions are at the heart of every club. 

They’re a chance to share knowledge, swap stories, and pick up tips that keep our cars run-

ning and looking their best. The more you participate, the more rewarding your ownership 

experience becomes. 

Help Others, Learn Together 

One of the joys of these clubs is the spirit of helping hands. Whether you’re lending your 

expertise to a fellow member’s repair project or learning something new yourself, the give-

and-take keeps our cars and our friendships running smoothly. 

Share the Story 

Contributing to the club newsletter or bringing your car to community events helps spread 

the word about the joy of British car ownership. Every article, every display, every conver-

sation plants a seed that may grow into the next generation of enthusiasts. 

Build a Stronger Future 

By participating in club activities, you’re not just enjoying your own car—you’re strength-

ening the entire British car community. A vibrant community means continued parts avail-

ability, mechanics who understand these cars, and a pool of future buyers who will cherish 

them as we do. 

At the end of the day, our cars may have brought us together, but it’s the people who keep 

us coming back. As the saying goes: Come for the cars, stay for the people. 

(Editor’s Note: Adapted with permission from Larry Taylor’s Presidential Briefing ap-
pearing in the October 2025 Kansas City MG Club Car Club Newsletter.)    
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In the middle 1970s British automakers met the 5 mph bumper damage limits in the 

USA by adding large blocks of black rubber to the bumper overrid-ers. These were 

popularly known as Sabrina's. In case car owners today are cu-rious about where that 

name came from here is a bit about that lady and a photo of her that could be put into 

our newsletters to educate our readers.  

Go to https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19PZ9Am1oV/ for the rest of the story. 

Thoughtful and entertaining  

contribution from Steve Olson  
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Garage Tour  

Discussing painting your own car.  

By John Brown  

I looked at my wallet and figured if I wanted a nicely painted car I would have to paint it myself. I have nev-

er painted a car, however I have painted a few houses, so how hard could it be? Right! We had a great group 

of club members and friends to my garage to discuss this subject. Many ideas floated around the garage that 

brought questions to keep the conservation going. It appeared that each one was quietly making the decision 

whether this would be a project they would want to take on. I think most would not take this job on, and then 

there are the rest of us that aren't so smart.  

I have found that spraying the paint on the car is about between 10 and 20% of the job. The other part is wet 

sanding buffing and polishing. Start with 1000 or 1500 grit and move up to 3000 to 5000 grit, and then move 

on the several steps of buffing and polishing. Lots of work!  
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Michael Wilds 
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TKim Aguilar Wine & Jazz at Holyfield Winery  

August 8, 2025  

This event was originally scheduled for July 25th with the Nace Brother’s performing. How-ever due 

to stormy weather we rescheduled to August 8th. Unfortunately, the weather for this outing turned out 

to be very hot and humid. And, was the last concert for the year. Needless to say, the turnout was not 

as good as the original date. Only 3 club members (Bob Aguilar, Kim & Craig Simon) turned out 

with their snacks and enjoyed the fine wine from Holy Field and music from the Trippers Band. The 

overall crowd in attendance, although smaller, had a great time despite the heat. The show started at 

6:30 PM and the crowd danced the night away. Including the 3 members in attendance. Also, we 

were entertained by a band mem-ber’s daughters performing for us. As usual Holy Field Winery re-

served parking space for our LBCs, but no one drove their TRs as we opted for AC vehicles. This 

event is always a highlight of the season and definitely  
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By Jeff Givens – Rally Organizer 

The third running of the Kansas Rib Run Rally was completed on 27 September 2025 at a little 
after noon Central Standard Time.  What a great day!  The weather was perfect, cool in the 
morning, warmer in the afternoon, a fine recipe to rally a group of old British cars, and their 
daring driver/navigator Teams.  Each driver/navigator Team used, the Richta Rally App, down-
loaded on to the navigator’s smart phone, a printed set of directions, and a general instruction 
guide to drive exactly 92.5 rally miles.  The rally started at Olde Mill Properties (The Fuel 
House) in Bonner Springs, Kansas, heading west staying north of the Kansas River to Law-
rence, and a rest break in Perry.  From the break, over and around Lake Perry, then heading 
east across Jefferson and Leavenworth counties, before returning to the starting location in 
Bonner Springs. 

 

Ten cars made up the rally group, with half never participating in a rally before.  The Kansas 
Rib Run Rally (using the Richta Rally app) was designed for beginners.  The Rally Master, and 
his assistant, designed the route, and determined the Perfect Time to each Control Point.  There 
were no trick questions, no gimmicks, no rushed timing, but with a requirement of staying at or 
close to every posted speed limit along the route.  There were 25 Control Points used during 
the competition.  For every second a car was early or late to a Control Point a penalty point was 
accessed.  The maximum number of penalty points that could be accessed at a Control Point 
was 180 (180 seconds, or three minutes).  If a Team made a wrong turn, missed a Check Point, 
or had a maintenance issue between Check Points, the total assessment would never be more 
that 180. 

 

Car number one departed Olde Mill Properties exactly on time at 09:01 AM on 27 September.  
All other cars departed at one-minute intervals there after.  Triumph’s, MG’s, Austin Healey’s, 
and a lone Austin sedan made up the rally group.  A glorious sound to be sure, as their exhaust 
notes reverberated against the buildings.  Car number ten, with Gary Gumminger driving (our 
British car mechanic extraordinaire) brought up the rear just in front of our “maintenance 
sweep Team”.  There have been rumors over the many years that our old British cars have 
some semblance of maintenance issues when being motored “smartly”.  Whilst being prepared 
for any maintenance challenge, however unlikely in an old British car, not a single mainte-
nance challenge presented itself during the entirety of the 2025 Kansas Rib Run Rally.  A testi-
mony to those ten cars and their driver/navigator Teams. 

 

The Richta Rally App keeps, and tally’s the total penalty points accumulated by each car from 
Check Point to Check Point, reliably and continuously.  High math using fingers and toes of 
the Rally Organizer, Rally Masters, and other “open toe shoe wearers” close by, is not re-
quired.  An amazingly automated process!  As each car crossed the “finish line”, their total 
penalty points were immediately available to the Rally Organizer and his Team.  A high num-
ber of penalty points is not an unusual circumstance in any rally that beginners participate in.  
It is all a part of the learning process, and it is very easy to make mistakes.  Driver/Navigator 
communication is a key to fewer penalty points at the Check Points. In addition, Rally Organ-
izer/Rally Master Team insure thatg the rally route is quite scenic, in addition to many left and 
right hand turns that serve as a bit of a distractor to the Teams. 

2025 Kansas Rib Run Rally 
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The route we chose for the 2025 Kansas Rib Run Rally was very scenic, and the weather was per-
fect.  So, the potential for penalty points because of the distracting scenery was certainly a factor on 
this rally. 

 

The top three finishers were as follows: 

 

First Place:  Team Ten Gary Gumminger Driver/Michael Wilds Navigator driving a 1960 TR3a 
with a total of 453 penalty points. 

 

Second Place:  Team One Dave Dobbins Driver/Peggy Pike Navigator driving a 1974 MGB GT  
with a total of 524 penalty points. 

 

Third Place:  Team Seven Mark Meyer Driver/Tammy Lane Navigator driving a 1970 Austin 
America with a total of 548 points. 

 

There are always lots of improvements to be had in any Time Speed Distance rally, and the Kansas 
Rib Run Rally was no exception.  As you can see from the score sheet attached there are lots of 
penalty points spread quite liberally amongst the Teams.  Each Check Point presented its own chal-
lenges, but no Team was hopelessly lost, no Team did “bad”, and no Team broke down.  Totals of 
Penalty Points never tell the whole story as all of the cars performed flawlessly, the driver/
navigator Teams were present, happy with the route, and had fun, all the while participating in a 

I want to personally thank Rich Bireta (Rally Master), Albert Weaver (assistant Rally Master), Lar-
ry Taylor (assistant Rally Organizer and MG Club President), Keith Jordan (Triumph Club Presi-
dent), KC Triumphs (our sponsor), Dan Sullivan (Treasurer), Gary Gumminger (Asian Motors 
President), and the Olde Mill Properties.  The 2025 Kansas Rib Run Rally would not have been a 
success without the assistance of all, over the last 11 months.   

And last but not least, a special thank you to all competitors, you guys and gals were simply amaz-
ing!  Thank you!!   

Rally On!  Jeff Givens, 2025 Kansas Rib Run Rally Organizer 
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Rib Run Rally  

By Jeff Givens  

Ten Teams entered the 2025 Rib Run Rally held on Saturday, 

September 27th. Congratulations to the wining drivers and nav-

igators:  

1st Place - Gary Gumminger & Michael Wilds  

1961 Triumph TR3A (453 pts)  

2nd Place - Dave Dobbins & Peggy Pike  

1974 MGB GT (524 pts)  

3rd Place - Mark Meyer & Tammy Lane  

1970 Ausitn America (548 pts)  

Hard Luck - Mike Osipik & Damon Osipik  

1967 Austin Healey 3000 (1122 pts)  



http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com                                                                                                                                                            Page 26 

TR TIMES PAGE 26 OCT /NOV 2025  

Rib Run Rally  2025 Winners  
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MEMBER APPLICATION 

New:           Renewal:  

Name: __________________________________________  

Spouse/Other:____________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________  

Home Phone: ____________________________________ 

Cell Phone:_______________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Car(s) Information (Include project cars): 

Make               Year             Model                Color                  VIN 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

The Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club is dedicated to 

the preservation and restoration of Triumph sports cars.  

We are a social club of enthusiasts from all over Merto 

Kansas City.  The club hosts monthly gatherings, driving 

events, group email and technical sessions providing many 

opportunities to enjoy your Triumph and other little British 

sports cars.  We publish a bimonthly newsletter sent to all 

members.  Don’t worry if you don’t currently have a Tri-

umph or if your car is less then prefect.  We welcome all 

Triumph enthusiasts and other British sports car owners.  

To join or renew, complete the application and mail with a 
$20 check ($30 for paper copy of newsletter) to:  

 
Put new Treasure 

Name, address 
& email here 

 
OR apply and pay on-line at our website: 

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com 

JOIN KANSAS CITY TRIUMPHS 

The Club’s Board of Officers meets monthly to take care of the “business” of running the Club and to plan 

future events and activities. Here is a brief summary of the main issues considered by the Board at its last 

monthly meeting. The Board always reviews and approves the monthly Treasurer’s report, reviews plans for 

upcoming events, and reviews recently completed events. As plans for upcoming events and reports of past 

events appear elsewhere in this newsletter they will not be treated here unless there is something unusual.  

CLUB BOARD MEETING NOTES 

By Pat Barrett 
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Recently I mentioned to John Brown that my wife Sandy and I would like to host a Fall Festival for our 

friends in the Triumph, MG and Leawood Pistons car clubs. He asked me to respond to a few questions that 

may shed light on the Why, When and Where. Therefore be informed…………  

WHY….. I draw off these groups for many of my friends and want to host something to bring these groups 

together in a common setting. This venue should provide an excellent back drop for us all to enjoy our cars 

before winter sets in. Additionally, my friend’s mother has an excellent small catering company that we have 

enjoyed on several occasions. We wanted to do something to help her in her young business. Anyway, it 

seems like a win-win-win day.  

WHEN….. Saturday October 11 --- Ten to Two  

Where….. Shawnee Mission Park, Shelter 10  

Please bring your cars and significant others and enjoy the day. While there are no official charges for an ex-

cellent meal and shelter house, we will suggest a donation to help offset expenses. Please RSVP so we can 

have some idea how much food to order.  

                                             Moore8679@sbcglobal.net  

    Bill Moore’s  

Fall Festival  
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Club member Jack Edwards, our longest serving past 
president and honorary Member for Life is selling 
his 1967 TR4A. 
 
Details:  Navy blue with chestnut interior, wire 
wheels, very clean.  New radiator.  Less than 100 
miles on new engine.  Low 70K miles, second own-
er.  Jack Edwards 913-381-8070 

1967 TR4A 
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Editor: John Brown  johnwbrown1948@gmail.com 

Subscription:  Via membership in the Club: $20 per year. 

Classified Ads:  Non Business ads are FREE 

                             LBC cars and parts only 

Advertising Rates: $35 Business Card, $45 1/4 Page, $90 half 

page, $180 full page. All rates are for 6 issues. 

TR TIMES is published six times per year by Kansas 

City Triumphs Sports Car Club and welcomes all sub-

mitted material for publication. Neither its editor, board 

of directors nor club members accept any responsibility 

for accuracy of article content or any injury resulting 

from technical suggestions.  Articles and photos may be 

submitted to the Editor by e-mail.  Uncredited articles 

are provided by the Editor. 

JOIN THE  

VINTAGE TRIUMPH REGISTER 

VTR is the national club of Triumph enthusiasts and spon-

soring organization for our Kansas City Triumphs Sports 

Car Club. 

VTR membership provides: 

• The Vintage Triumph Magazine, a bi-monthly color 

publication 

• National and regional VTR Conventions 

• Website with reference materials and member only 

sections 

• Record trace certificates for TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B   

• Clothing, regalia and exclusive items 

$35 annual membership.  Sign up at vtr.org 

Paul Newman's TR 6 race 

car  

Photo by  Hal Crocker 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

 
Cooperative 

 Work & Storage 

Space For  

Classic Cars 

 

 
Centrally Located in KCMO 

816-678-3027 

www.yourclassicride.com 
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• British Roadster Specialist 
• Major Mechanical 
• Performance Tuning 
• Reliability Upgrades 

• Convertible Tops 
• Interior Installations 
• Glass Replacement 
• Full Restorations 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 


