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Editors Notes 

Welcome to the March/April addition of the TR Times. I was somewhat hesitant to take on the responsibility 
of publishing this newsletter. But here is the second edition and I find I am having a great time do it. The pay 

scale is somewhat lacking comparably speaking, but then again, some things are just worth the reward of just 
doing it. To put this little humble “magazine” out every two months for the enjoyment of the club members, is 
a great honor and I thank the membership for allowing me to do it. It is much like owning a vintage car, the 

pay scale is somewhat lacking, but the journey makes it worthwhile. The vintage cars we drive are so different 
from our everyday transportation. In them we drive to the grocery store or to our kid’s house to see our grand-
children. But our vintage cars are different, they are just for pleasure. I’ll speak for myself, not only do we get 

enjoyment driving our cars, but we also get to spend time with like-minded friends, take drives just for the 
adventure and dealing with the egocentric demands of owning a 50+ year old car is where I personally find 
the enjoyment. It is no mystery that the time and money spent on this amusement, we will never get back. But 

that’s okay because I believe that all of us who own these money pits do it because of either memories or ad-
venture. 

Michael Wilds  

Larrry Taylor 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

As has been said most often in this column by my predecessors, it’s 
Spring driving time! The days are warmer, longer and more suited to 
driving and enjoying our sports cars. While I enjoy Spring, I also dread 
it. 
 
Springtime brings flowers and storms; the latter can be violent. I’ve no-
ticed over the past 50 years that storms tend to be more severe more of-
ten, bringing with them high winds, lightning, thunder and hail. It’s that 
last item that causes my dread and the conditions seem to last later into 
Summer. Our modest house has a two-car garage and there are four cars 
to compete for shelter. The newest car, a Honda HR-V and the TR6 
share that space; the TR4 is in storage 10 miles away, while the Porsche 
Boxster sits in the driveway. With the cars we have, I envy those with 
more storage space. 
 
Protecting against hail in an outdoor space is a challenge, one that keeps 
me awake on stormy nights. I’ve juggled the cars around, putting the 
Honda and Porsche in the garage, with the TR outside, but our garage 
becomes tight with those two in there. I got a very nice Covercraft wa-
terproof custom car cover for the TR and I’ve layered the car with mov-
ing blankets under the cover, to help protect against hail. I’m also going 
to experiment with extruded (blue or pink) Styrofoam covering the TR 
with the cover over it. Sort of like armor. Since the TR is smaller than 
the Porsche, thus easier to park in the garage, it’s also easier to cover, 
and less costly to replace or repair. 
 
So while Spring is the time when a “…young man's fancy lightly turns 
to thoughts of love…” (…of driving his sports car, with apologies to 
Lord Tennyson), it’s also a time to protect our cars against the elements. 
What do you do? 
 
Be sure to check the calendar for all of our club events. See you there! 

 
Keith Jordan 
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WEDGE WORDS 
By Steve Olson 

Snowy salty roads and bitter cold have kept our TR8 mostly gathering dust in the garage.  And 
when I did take it out there was very little heat from the heater.  The temp gauge showed the en-
gine was running somewhat cooler than it does in warmer months.  That gauge has no numbers and 
the hand has been “adjusted” a few times to make it stand near the middle most of the time.  I de-
cided to look into the matter and located my cheap Harbor Freight temperature sensor tool.  After 
driving the car a dozen miles I opened the bonnet and pointed the tool at the thermostat housing.  It 
read a paltry 123F.  That explained the lack of heat.  I checked the hoses leading to the heater.  One 
read 120F and the other 95F.  So coolant was circulating and some heat was being transferred into 
the car.  Everything pointed to the thermostat being bad.   
 
Changing a thermostat is no big deal once the coolant is drained.  Doing that means crawling under 
the car to open the petcock that is positioned conveniently just above a brace that supports the radi-
ator.  Once I finally managed to loosen it the coolant ran onto that brace and diverted into many 
directions but missed the drain pan almost completely.  Piles of oil dry dammed up the flow on the 
garage floor into a lake the size of Lake Erie.  Once the level of coolant in the system was low 
enough I unbolted the thermostat housing and removed the suspected thermostat.  It was tightly 
closed and opened easily when I pushed on it.  It didn’t seem like there was any problem.  But after 
I pushed it open a few times it hung in the open position.  Time to buy a new one.   
 
Instead of buying another 180 stat I opted for something hotter.  The next available option was 
195.  Many modern cars use thermostats that high to get better economy and more fully burn the 
fuel.  I hoped this would also increase the output of the heater.  Getting the coolant refilled was al-
most as much fun as draining it.  The only fill point is the expansion tank which is several inches 
lower than the upper radiator hose.  The manual says to burp air bubbles by loosening the hose 
leading to one of the automatic chokes.  And eventually I got most of the air out of the system.  
The gauge now reads just barely on the hot side of the middle mark.  I can always “adjust” that lat-
er.  There is a bit more heat in the cabin and the engine runs far sweeter.   
 
The thermostat only controls the minimum engine temperature.  Changing to a 160 stat in the sum-
mer only slightly delays an overheating problem by a minute or two.  And for an engine with the 
proper tune and an adequate radiator it just makes the engine run inefficiently.  I will likely leave 
the 195 in the car even in hot weather.  That should make the oil last longer since it will help evap-
orate any moisture and gasoline that might otherwise contaminate it.  I think the manual even says 
to use a 195 stat in the TR8 or maybe I just dreamed that.  I know I am too lazy to look that up.   
 
 
Steve Olson 
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Little humor and wisdom contributed by 

Steve Olson 

Brits sure built some ugly vehicles. Not sure “form follows 

function” is even justified on this design 

Don't be offended by the cover of this Swedish 
motoring magazine featuring an MGA. In Swedish, 
fart translates into speed. (Robert Mackenzie and 
MGA Fan Club) 
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2025 Brookside St Patrick’s Day Warm Up Parade 

By: Michael Wilds 

Overcast skies and a cold north wind greeted spectators and participants for the 2025 Brookside St Patrick’s 
Day Warm Up Parade on Saturday, March 25th. The club was represented by 7 cars with 4 cars from the MG 
club joining us. 

Our staging location was on Brookside Road at 68th Street, 92 of 105 entries.  Most of our group arrived 
around 1:00pm, which was a good thing because we were sandwiched between a Corvette club and a Jeep 
club.  The parade started at 2:00pm but as our staging point was near the end of the parade, we did not start 
rolling until almost 3:00pm.   

Despite the blustery cold day, the streets were lined with spectators enjoying the festivities as we slowly 
drove the parade route.  It is special to see people’s faces light up when they see our classic cars.  I had a bit 
of fun as one of the new Corvettes in front of me revved his engine periodically for the crowd.  I would fol-
low by giving the TR3 a big rev, blowing smoke, much to the crowd’s delight!   

Attending from the Triumph club were Dal & Arlene Allison (MGTF), Ed Curry (TR3) , John & Elizabeth 
Halsey (Spitfire), James & Becky Summers (TR4), Larry Taylor (TR3), and Michael & Diane Wilds (TR3).  
Richard Brockman brought his TR3 which was driven by his daughter with her husband. From the MG Club: 
Grayson Hendrick MGB), Tim Karmann (MGB), Carl & Karen Ostanek (Midget), and Rob & Susan Pittell 
(MGB). 

Michal &Diane Wilds 

Michal &Diane Wilds Diane Wilds & Susan Pittell Let the party begin!!! 

Fun parade but didn't feel the warm up 
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Grayson Hendrick 

Grayson Hendrick 

Larry Taylor 

James & Becky Summers Dal & Arlene Allison 

Lined up and trying to 

stay warm 

Carl & Karen Ostanek 

 

Ed Curry 
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John & Elizbeth Halsey Spitfire 

 

Austin Healey 

Austin Healey 

I was standing on the sidelines taking photos and 

enjoying the Parade. The crowd was, despite the 

cold and wind, really anticipating and then en-

joying the day. Here are some of the high lights  
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This article was published previously in TR Times. Craig was kind 

enough reissue it for the newer members of the club  
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I am sure I'm not the only member that receives the Moss Motoring magazine, but I found an interesting 

quote in the article " sharing Your British Car with the World” by Glen and Jill Moore.  

" As the clerk was shifting through all the paperwork that I had brought, she asked, “What kind of a car is 

it?” “MG” I responded. “No, who was the manufacturer of the car?” To see her reaction, I again respond-

ed, “MG” I received a blank look as her eyes rose from the paperwork to look at my face. “MG was a car 

company in England that began manufacturing cars in 1923, continuing through 1980. Look in your com-

puter on the list of manufacturers and scroll down to the letter ‘M’.” “MG is there!” she exclaimed. 

Here is a person who spends five days a week reviewing cars and she has never experienced an MG. Not 

even seeing the name MG, much less setting eyes on a car manufactured by MG. The world no longer 

knows MG. To preserve the British classic car hobby, these cars need to be shared with a wider audience. 

It is every owner’s responsibility to tell the world. 

To accomplish this, our cars must be exhibited alongside vehicles of other manufacturers and countries of 

origin. Cars and Coffee events have become popular over the past decade, growing to over 200 every 

weekend in the US. Any chance to interact with people interested in classic British cars will be a step for-

ward in continuing our hobby." 

Maybe as a club we need to look beyond the all-British shows and normal club activates look at the possi-

ble of joining shows that are not just our interest, but the interest of the car loving public as a whole. I bet 

we could get some, “huh didn’t know that" or "what is this's". For instance, on Friday nights in Olathe the 

local VFW sponsors a weekly informal car show or Gateway Cars and Coffee on Saturday mornings. It is 

just a bunch of car people getting together for a look, a shared experience and hopefully a laugh which is 

always good. 

Everyone Enjoys a Car Show 
                              Commentary by John Brown 
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Editor: John Brown johnwbrown1948@gmail.com 

Subscription:  Via membership in the Club: $20 per year. 

Classified Ads:  Non Business ads are FREE 

                             LBC cars and parts only 

Advertising Rates: $35 Business Card, $45 1/4 Page, $90 half 

page, $180 full page. All rates are for 6 issues. 

TR TIMES is published six times per year by Kansas 

City Triumphs Sports Car Club and welcomes all sub-

mitted material for publication. Neither its editor, board 

of directors nor club members accept any responsibility 

for accuracy of article content or any injury resulting 

from technical suggestions.  Articles and photos may be 

submitted to the Editor by e-mail.  Uncredited articles 

are provided by the Editor. 

JOIN THE  

VINTAGE TRIUMPH REGISTER 

VTR is the national club of Triumph enthusiasts and spon-

soring organization for our Kansas City Triumphs Sports 

Car Club. 

VTR membership provides: 

• The Vintage Triumph Magazine, a bi-monthly color 

publication 

• National and regional VTR Conventions 

• Website with reference materials and member only 

sections 

• Record trace certificates for TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B   

• Clothing, regalia and exclusive items 

$35 annual membership.  Sign up at vtr.org 

Paul Newman's TR 6 race car  

Photo by  Hal Crocker 
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MEMBER APPLICATION 

New:           Renewal:  

Name: __________________________________________  

Spouse/Other:____________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________  

Home Phone: ____________________________________ 

Cell Phone:_______________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Car(s) Information (Include project cars): 

Make               Year             Model                Color                  VIN 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

The Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club is dedicated to 

the preservation and restoration of Triumph sports cars.  

We are a social club of enthusiasts from all over Merto 

Kansas City.  The club hosts monthly gatherings, driving 

events, group email and technical sessions providing many 

opportunities to enjoy your Triumph and other little British 

sports cars.  We publish a bimonthly newsletter sent to all 

members.  Don’t worry if you don’t currently have a Tri-

umph or if your car is less then prefect.  We welcome all 

Triumph enthusiasts and other British sports car owners.  

To join or renew, complete the application and mail with a 
$20 check ($30 for paper copy of newsletter) to:  

 
Put new Treasure 

Name, address 
& email here 

 
OR apply and pay on-line at our website: 

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com 

JOIN KANSAS CITY TRIUMPHS 

The Club’s Board of Officers meets monthly to take care of the “business” of running the Club and to plan 

future events and activities. Here is a brief summary of the main issues considered by the Board at its last 

monthly meeting. The Board always reviews and approves the monthly Treasurer’s report, reviews plans for 

upcoming events, and reviews recently completed events. As plans for upcoming events and reports of past 

events appear elsewhere in this newsletter they will not be treated here unless there is something unusual.  

Questions or comments? Please contact a Board member. See Notes on pages 13 & 14 

CLUB BOARD MEETING NOTES 

By Pat Barrett 
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Kansas City Triumph Club 
Events Calendar 
April 2025 
 
 

May 2025 
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Board Meeting Notes  

By  Pat Barret 

CLUB BOARD MEETING NOTES 

By Patrick Barrett 

 

The Club’s Board of Officers meets monthly to take care of the “business” of running the Club 

and to plan future events and activities. Here is a brief summary of the main issues considered 

by the Board at its last two monthly meetings. The Board always reviews and approves the 

monthly Treasurer’s report and minutes of the last meeting, reviews plans for upcoming 

events, and reviews recently completed events. As plans for upcoming events and reports of 

past events appear elsewhere in this newsletter they will not be treated here unless there is 

something unusual to report.  

  

Questions or comments? Please contact a Board member. 

 

Board Meeting of January 21, 2025:  

New Director Keith Jordan welcomed fellow new Board of Officers members John Brown, 

Dan Sullivan and Michael Wilds to the Board.  Due to problems with PayPal, webmaster Ken-

ny Wymore is looking at adding payment processor Stripe to the Club web site. 

 

 

Board Meeting of February 18, 2025:  

 

Due to the poor weather conditions, the meeting was held over the Zoom Workplace Applica-

tion. To improve our Club Night Out experience, the Board is looking for members to talk 

briefly about their Triumph experience, recent projects or problems with their Triumph or any 

other Triumph related experience.  Please contact a Board member if you are interested. 

 

 

Submitted 03 28 25 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Former club member Ray Overton is selling a very 
interesting TR6 and a trove of parts.  For those who 
remember Ray, you know the high degree of mechan-
ical expertise and precision he put into this car. 

- Damson over Black 
- 22nd production TR6 VIN # CC25024 
- Wire Wheels 
- Spare Parts included 
               Rebuilt engine 
               5-speed transmission 
               New muffler 
               Rear Axles & differential 
               Driveshaft 
               Lots more small parts 
- Asking $15,000 for total package 
- Located in Overland Park, KS 
- Contact Ray Overton, 913-220-0408 (preferred) 
or roverton@kc.rr.com 

Club member Jack Edwards, our longest serving past 
president and honorary Member for Life is selling 
his 1967 TR4A. 
 
Details:  Navy blue with chestnut interior, wire 
wheels, very clean.  New radiator.  Less than 100 
miles on new engine.  Low 70K miles, second own-
er.  Jack Edwards 913-381-8070 

1969 TR6 

1967 TR4A 

1974 Triumph Spitfire. Very nice example and solid 

driver. Hard top, new soft top, new hood stowage 

cover, and aluminum radiator upgrade. Twin SU 

carbs with K&N air filters, headers, electric fan. New 

alternator, new battery. All lights and wipers function 

as they should. No electrical issues. Electric fuel 

pump with regulator. 

Contact Greg Henry 773-339-4416 or jthen-

ry99@yahoo.com 

1974 SPITFIRE 
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CAR SHOWS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

 
Cooperative 

 Work & Storage 

Space For  

Classic Cars 

 

 
Centrally Located in KCMO 

816-678-3027 

www.yourclassicride.com 



http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com                                                                                                                                                            Page 18 

TR TIMES PAGE 18 April 2025 

• British Roadster Specialist 
• Major Mechanical 
• Performance Tuning 
• Reliability Upgrades 

• Convertible Tops 
• Interior Installations 
• Glass Replacement 
• Full Restorations 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 


