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Directors Drippings, January 2016 

By Ed Blend 

The New Year is here, I really don’t feel any different, just cold.  The weather changed some in 

January, a bit colder, but thankfully not a whole lot of snow.  As I am writing this the east coast 

is digging out of the storm of the century, boy could it have been any worse?  Why would any-

one want to live any place but here?  I have often dreamed of living in Southern California, we 

have connections there and for a while we always planned to retire there.  But now when I look 

back I am so glad the grandkids came along and kept us here.  They are pretty much grown 

now, but I have lost that dream and will probably be here the rest of my existence. 

We had our holiday party in December.  Big thanks to Steve Vehlewald for heading it up.  It 

was delightful and really good.  One of the highlights was 

presenting “Member of the year award” to Steve Olson.  It 

was well deserved, Steve comes to almost every event and is 

extremely helpful to any member who has car problems or 

questions.  Steve, thank you for being a member of the KC 

Triumphs.  There will be more photos of the event elsewhere 

in this addition. 

 

We also had our planning meeting on January 23rd.  The club provided Jack Stack BBQ and 

dinner was a lavish affair, plenty of sides and lots of food.  The meeting was well attended and 

we discussed the upcoming year’s events.   Now we have to sort it all out and put a calendar 

together.  I plan on having that done by the end of February.  We also had a guest speaker, Ni-

cole Borghart from Hagerty Insurance.  She spoke to us about the value of having classic car 

insurance instead of run-of-the mill insurance from the likes of State Farm or Allstate on our 

cars.  If anyone is interested in checking this out please contact Nicole at nbor-

ghardt@hagerty.com.   

I want to thank Nicole on behalf of the club for making 

time for us. 

I still have four sets of nametags for our newest members; 

all you need to do is come to one of our events to collect 

them.  And, on another note, not all of us have received 

their hats and/or visors.  All you have to do is ask if you 

have not received one yet. 

That’s about all I have for this newsletter so I hope to see ya all soon at our club nights out on 

the first Thursday of every month and at events still unplanned. 

mailto:nborghardt@hagerty.com
mailto:nborghardt@hagerty.com
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In Memory of Randy Kassed 

It is with great sadness that we report that a friend of the club 

and a generous person to all of its members has passed away.  

Randy Kassed passed away on January 24th.  In addition to be-

ing a great friend to many of us he also gave of himself unself-

ishly in assisting members with their cars.  Randy lived with 

Brad Baumgart for two years after losing his medical certificate 

as an FAA Air Traffic Controller.   

Randy is survived by his parents of Road Island and a son, Jack-

son, from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 Randy left behind his Triumph motorcycle, TR-6 and beloved 

MG-B GT and all of the enhancements that he had incorporated 

into his beloved MG-B.  He also had many parts that were des-

tined to become a part of his rolling genius.   

To honor Randy, Brad states it best, “ I think we as a club can 

best remember Randy by following his example and always be 

there to help another club member out”.    

_____________ 

Holiday Party Photographs 

 

Facebook Humor 

Submitted by Bob 

Haefner 

 

Judy Gillissen & Tom Leiker 

Kim Aguilar & Jayne Vehlewald 

 Steve Olson, Ann & Richard Woody 

Pam & Chip Kigar 



TR Times  February 2016    

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com                                                                                                                                              Page 3 

David Mackintosh in the mix 

  

Gary Davis, Steve Olson and Steve Peak 

Steve Boyse, Nicole Borghart from Hagerty Ins., & Tom Leiker 

Ed Curry, Kim & Craig Simon, Jim & Ben Rust, and Margaret 

McBride. 

Pam Kigar, Robin & David Mackintosh and Chip Kigar 

Brooklyn & Dad Eric Dieckhoff 

Planning Meeting Photographs 

Holiday Party Photographs Continued 
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Richard & Ann Woody  

were featured in the Kan-

sas City Star’s Automo-

tive Section in late 2015.  

Pictured on the left with 

their restored TR-3 and 

on the right with their 

1961 Pontiac Bonneville. 

Great Tribute for Club Members Richard & Ann Woody 
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Doug & Evonne Howell, 1975 TR-6 

Sam & Wanda Taylor, 1974 TR-6 

2016 dues are $20 or $25 if you want 

your newsletter mailed via USPS. 

Please send your renewal  to  KC Tri-

umphs Treasurer, c/o Mark Gillissen at 

9131 Darnell St., Lenexa, KS 66215.  

Make checks out to “Kansas City Tri-

umphs”. See enclosed Membership ap-

plication later in this newsletter. 

Call Wild Child to have your personal items embroidered with 

the Kansas City Triumphs logo.  They have the pattern. 
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2015 Charity Donation to Marillac  

Thank You! 
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All Things Triumph: Submitted by Bob Hafner 

WEDGE  WORDS 
By Steve Olson 

 

I recently read an article in the Triumph Wedge Owners of Ameri-

ca newsletter discussing in great depth the causes of ride height 

deterioration in our “modern” Triumphs.  They had previously 

gone to a great deal of trouble to see if the springs were the culprit 

as most assumed they were.  Careful measurements of free length 

and compression resistance were taken using well used original 

springs, very low mileage original springs, new old stock springs, 

and replacement springs from several different vendors.  And 

guess what they found...almost no deviation from the original 

specifications.  Still many reported their cars sat nearly an inch 

below original specifications and bottomed out frequently.   

 

The culprits turned out to be the rubber components surrounding 

the springs.  So more extensive testing was done on replacement 

spring isolators and strut bushings and bump stops.  Turns out 

replacement parts from suppliers varied greatly not in dimensions 

but in hardness.  It had been previously determined that engine 

and transmission mount parts also had this problem.  Some ven-

dors supplied rubber products that were considerably more com-

pliant than what the factory engineers called for.  Some were rock 

hard.  Most were not even close to the original design.   

 

Those seeking handling performance for racing or spirited driving 

have long advocated replacing rubber suspension parts with ure-

thane or some other modern polymer material that is basically 

rigid.  That does hold the alignment of the suspension members far 

better even under cornering stresses but it also transmits a lot more 

road noise and vibration into the passenger compartment.  That is 

the main reason designers put rubber parts there in the first place.   

 

So armed with my newly found intelligence I took my tape meas-

ure and checked my car's ride height.  To no great surprise it was 

about an inch low both front and rear.  The rear coil springs have 

rubber isolators on top and bottom.  Small remnants of those still 

existed but were rotted and smashed paper thin.  Up front the thick 

rubber mount that separates the top of the McPherson strut and the 

body has let the strut push up into it nearly a half inch too far.   

 

So I made a parts list and went online to see where I might find 

the best prices assuming quality from any of our major vendors 

would be adequate for my leisurely driving.  Prices did vary great-

ly on some items.  In the end I opted to go local and placed my 

order.  I have installed the rear components and those were easy.  

Some of the front ones were on back order and were to be more 

labor intensive once they came in.  But now my TR8 is riding and 

handling pretty much the way it did when new over 35 years ago.  

Rubber components were expected to last the lifetime of the car 

but designers thought that would only be a few years or a single 

decade at most.  Little did they know Triumph die hards would 

enjoy them for so long  

Sadly For Sale 

My 1978 Spitfire, I have had her for almost 10 years.  She 

has a new top, new interior, very recent complete profes-

sionally overhauled engine, new clutch, overhauled trans-

mission, Weber carburetor, exhaust header, alloy min-lite 

wheels and many more refinements.  If you want a really 

good look at her check out the Victoria British 2015 Fall 

catalog, she is on the cover with some wonderful photos on 

the back page. I have kept all of the old stock parts in case 

you would ever want to go back and she comes with a com-

plete spare rear bumper and the stock wheels and covers.  

She shows 88,000 miles on the odometer and I have aver-

aged about 1800 miles a year. 

Two tonneau covers are also part of the sale, one full cover 

and one that only covers the retracted top.  I have complete 

documentation in a log book and receipts of work that has 

been done since I have owned it and some documents from 

before.  I believe that I am the third owner.  I have put a lot 

of love into her not counting the money.  This car is worth 

top dollar for its condition, you won’t find a better car for 

my asking price.  If interested call me, Ed Blend at 913 – 

669 -1207 
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2016 KC Triumph’s SCC Calendar of Events 

Our calendar of events will be out shortly.  The board of direc-

tors are currently working on it from the many suggestions that 

members presented at the January 23rd planning meeting.  One 

event that you want to make sure you put on your calendar is 

the Olpe Chicken Run to Olpe, Kansas on either Saturday April 

9th or 16th.  In the mean time don’t forget that the club meets  

on the 1st Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM at Birdies Pub 

and Grill, 8889 W. 75th St., Overland Park, KS 66204, 913-648

-4011                           ____________ 

Triumphs, Motorcycles not Cars 

Submitted by David McIntosh 

Ok, so it’s a Triumph bike, not a car.  I thought this was great, 

funny advertisement.  Wish more were like it.  Here is the link 

to the video :  

Our St. Louis Brother’s & Sister’s Triumph Club Calendar 

http://vid.carbuzz.com/the-fact-that-triumph-actually-

paid-for-this-ad-is-magnificent 

____________ 
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