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The Triumph Club is 40 years old in 2018 and a lot of planning for a celebration on September
22nd is underway and almost completed. Around the time this newsletter is published the organizers and planners Steve & Kim Peak will send invitations for the party at the Bass Pro Shop
location in Olathe. Steve & Kim have done an outstanding job, planning, organizing and guiding
the event committee with the goal of having a nice event for the club.
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Early on Steve and Kim envisioned taking an aerial picture of the cars lined up in a 40 pattern.
We were able to make this idea a reality on a hastily arranged date to avoid the predicted weekend rains. Because of my usual success at scheduling things that have conflicts with weather, we
decided to move the date to a weekday instead of the scheduled Saturday July 28 th date because
of the predicted rains. (Of course, since I moved the date it did not rain on Saturday July 28 th at
noon, however it almost rained on the new date when the prediction was no chance of rain!)
We had 27 cars show up to be part of this picture. In the 9 years I have been a member of the
club I do not recall that many club cars in one spot for an event. (I hope this bodes well for the
40th Anniversary dinner.) We lined up the cars for the “40” pictures and we tried several arrangements. My favorite ended up being the giant 40 that a number of folks jumped in to arrange.
One of the attendees of the picture event put it best. “I had always heard the TR Club was outstanding in its field. It certainly was last night. A fun event. –Bob Purcell
Plan on attending the 40th anniversary party on September 22nd, it promises to be as much fun as
Bob stated, “outstanding in its field!”
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Great Day for a Picnic & Emergency Tech
Session
By Warren Wood
Club Director Steve Vehlewald was happy to see perfect weather
on June 3, the date of the Club’s annual picnic culminating
“British Car Week.” (Steve’s recent scheduling history in respect of the weather has been less than stellar.) The picnic again
was held at Shelter No. 10 in Shawnee Mission Park, and the

turnout was impressive. Good thing this shelter house has a
large parking lot nearby because it was nearly filled with our
Triumphs as well as cars of other British marques – an assortment of MGs including three MG T-Series cars, a Morgan, a big
Austin Healey and a Sprite (Somehow a Porsche wandered in,
too.). Attendees enjoyed grilled hotdogs with all the fixings and
a great selection of side dishes and desserts.

Extra-curricular activities included an emergency tech session
involving missing hardware connecting an MGA’s clutch slave
cylinder to the clutch operating shaft assembly. This all started
when a passing motorcyclist stopped to view all the interesting
cars in the parking lot. (I didn’t catch the cyclist’s name; I’ll just
call him “Cycle Guy.”) Cycle Guy was intrigued by an MGA
coupe owned by local MG Club member Tom Berry. After a
brief conversation, Cycle Guy asked Tom for a ride in the MGA,
to which Tom agreed. Shortly after exiting the parking lot, Tom
lost the ability to operate the clutch. Long story short, the clevis
pin connecting the car’s clutch slave cylinder push rod to its
clutch release lever had fallen out, and the clutch was rendered
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com

inoperable.
Tom managed to coax the MGA back to the parking lot shifting
gears by matching engine rpm, and an emergency repair session
ensued. Cycle Guy retraced their route on his motorcycle, and
amazingly he was able to find the tiny clevis pin by the side of
the road. Tom had trouble raising the MGA high enough using a
small scissor jack, so Club member Steve Peak called his son,

Christian, to bring a more substantial floor jack to the parking
lot. Christian was happy to comply as it gave him an opportunity to drive his dad’s newish pickup truck. Once the larger jack
arrived, the MGA was elevated enough so that Tom was able to
get under the car to where he could leverage the slave cylinder
push rod and reconnect it to the clutch release lever with the
clevis pin. A cotter pin from Jeff Givens’ ample supply of
spares in his TR3 allowed Tom to secure the clevis pin to complete the repair, and the MGA was ready to roll again.

Tom Berry was most appreciative of all the help from our Club’s
members, as expressed in an email the next day: “I want to
thank all of those in the Triumph Club who came to my assistance when I had mechanical trouble with my MGA Coupe at
the picnic yesterday
That’s what it’s all about – helping a friend in need.
______________
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Drive Your British Car Week Picnic Photos

Shawnee Mission Park, June 3, 2018
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Drive Your British Car Week Picnic Photos (Continued)

Shawnee Mission Park, June 3, 2018
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Drive Your British Car Week Picnic Photos (Continued)
Shawnee Mission Park, June 3, 2018
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Drive Your British Car Week Picnic Photos (Continued)

Shawnee Mission Park, June 3, 2018
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Drive Your British Car Week Picnic Photos (Continued)
Shawnee Mission Park, June 3, 2018
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Drive Your British Car Week Picnic Photos (Continued)

Shawnee Mission Park, June 3, 2018

1962 TR-3 For Sale
A complete rebuilder with extra set of
front and rear fenders, rear end and under carriage parts. Also many new parts
and a collection of TR3 books and repair manuals. I have the title and am
ready to move it quickly. It has been
garaged since 1982. Asking price:
$4500.00.
Rod Schonberger
22620 W 51st Street
Shawnee KS 66226
913-522-7971
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A Great Auction Find
By Bob McBean
When our son, Ken McBean was a marketing senior at K-State
he found a 1966 TR4-A in thousands of parts spread over a double garage in Manhattan, Kansas, and it was for sale! He and his
engineering room-mate Paul Rupp, who now owns New Concept Auto Service adjacent to the main Overland Park (OP) Library determined that they could rebuild this material into a
great car, perhaps with a little purchasing help from me. On the
technical side and for parts assistance Gary Davis and Paul
McBride would be very helpful. Well, it is a long (several year)
story but after garages in OP, Austin TX, and Raleigh NC
(where Ken still lives) the TR4-A looked and ran great. But
finally, Ken married, had twin girls, two large dogs, a home
with a one-car garage, two family cars and one TR4-A. So, the
TR4-A had to be reluctantly sold. For the next couple of decades Ken kept looking for his old TR4-A. He never saw it, so he
decided to check out an auction in March 2016 about 90 miles
from Raleigh to refresh his memories.

etc. Although we never rebuilt the motor or overdrive transmission, the car runs great – starts, drives and stops just like it
should with all components working perfectly. Brady and I finished the interior and exterior trim work after getting it back
home, had some new wheels put on and aligned. The day after
we finished I drove the car to an all-British show on the coast of
NC where it won first in its class. On the drive to the coast the
speedo stopped working, but outside of that everything else still
works great. I wish my TR4-A started and ran as well!”

At that auction he purchased a 1967 TR4-A, which he has been
working on, but this story is really about another find at that
auction. The background is that Ken’s son Brady had graduated
from high school and Ken wanted to have he and Brady restore
a car together. At this auction he met a guy that said he had a
1969 GT6+ on his property that he swore was rust free. So Ken
was interested if this could be a car for their restoration project.
The next week Ken and his wife drove to view the car and it
seemed as stated. The only question was whether the engine
would turn over. From this point in my story I am going to give
you Ken’s words as he wrote them for me:
“The owner, who had previously owned a GT6 and ran a foreign
car repair shop for 30+ years, loaded the GT6 onto a trailer and
drove it to his shop on the other side of his property where he
not only turned the motor over, but even got it to fire up. After
he made a few repairs for me, I drove it home without issue (a
hot day in a hot car – made hotter with no transmission tunnel
cover, carpet, etc.)”
“In May of 2016, Brady entered the GT6 in a local all British
car show in the “diamond in the rough” class just for fun, got
second place, and then we started tearing it down the following
day. We never took the body off the frame, and for that matter
never took the engine block out – but removed everything off
the block, firewall, and all other components inside and out for
paint/body work (outsourced to a local shop) – so a great base to
work from.”
“As Brady was away for college, he was not able to routinely
help other than occasional on weekends at home or school vacations. But when he was home we always accelerated through
sticking points I was having on my own. We even hosted a tech
session with out local Triumph club where we made good progress in a few areas. After almost two years we got the car to a
point where a pro was needed to get us to the finish line. So
onto a trailer it went for final wiring fixes (there were many),
along with several other repair areas including initial start-up,
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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Carthage, MO, Car Show, June 8-10, 2018
By Larry Taylor

We met at Rick and Monica Mills’ [MG Club members] home
in Grandview at 12:30 Friday afternoon, June 8. I had to do a
quick tech session before we left to loosen up the peg on my
steering box. I had adjusted it the night before to try to take out
some play, but got it too tight. In all we had eight cars in the
caravan. From the club was Ron Ray in his Austin Healey, Diane Cotton in her MGB, and me in the TR-3 plus five
MG’s. No sooner had we left, I had to stop for another tech
session to reconnect a spark plug wire that came loose from its
connector. With that done, we were on our way. The trip to
Carthage was a little hot, but otherwise uneventful.
Friday evening was a complementary BBQ in the parking lot of
the motel. A lot of great food and comradery. We met up with
Steve and Carol Olson who drove down separately in their
Midget. I guess my custom now is to bring the Margaritas, and
I served about 20 that night. Fun was had by all!

Our group met at the motel for a happy hour before going to the
banquet and finished off the last of the Margaritas. The dress
theme for the banquet was the wild west. The only person in
our group who dressed up was Diane Cotton who dressed as
Señor Cotton, wild west bandito. Most had to do a double-take
to even recognize her, and she ultimately won the best costume
at the banquet.

The next morning it was a quick breakfast and off to the car
wash before driving to the show which is held on the courthouse
square. As you enter the square, they take complementary pictures of you and your car before lining up for the show. The
morning was a little hot, but they had plenty of water on hand
and there are large shade trees around court house. There are
also a number of shops around the square where you could get
out of the heat. The people’s choice voting ended about
2:00. A drive that had been scheduled for about that time was
cancelled due to the heat so it was back to the motel for a quick
nap before the banquet.

The banquet was held at the local high school with food catered
in from one of the local BBQ joints. I got second in my class
out of four TR-3’s, being beat out by a freshly restored TR-3
from Arkansas. Most of the other members also got awards
with several first place ones. As they present the awards, they
project a picture of the car on a screen so you can recall which
one it was which I think was a very nice touch.
Breakfast Sunday morning was at the home of David and Rhonda Thorn. Their house is a large late 1800’s old money three
story Victorian. (Continued next page)
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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On the third floor, in what I assume was once the ballroom, David has his man cave with a large collection of neon signs and
all types of other collections which he graciously allows you to
tour. After breakfast it was back on the road with a quick stop
in Lamar so Rick and Monica could get a picture of Harry Truman’s birthplace for the Moss Motors Challenge, and I was
home by about noon.
This show is sponsored by the Greater Ozarks British Motoring
Club, and it is a very nice show. This was my third year to attend, and I plan to go back next year. There were not many
Triumphs there, and I hope this write up will encourage others
from the club to attend next year.

_______________

Time for a Rebuild
By Ed Curry
Our British Car Week Picnic was a rewarding event for me in
that it was the conclusion of a yearlong restoration of my TR6. I
had driven the car to the prior year picnic and began a total
frame-off restoration (with color change) shortly after. So it was
very gratifying to drive it that day. But “conclusion” is never a
good word to use with any LBC as we all know the tinkering
never ends. My car was drivable but minor details like the interior, top and all wiring had not yet been finished. Little things
like that never stop me from driving. I did get quite a soaking
the day of the MG Barn Party. It was a beautiful day in the
Basehor county side but slightly east was an unpredicted rain
shower. I keep smiling although I must have looked like an
idiot in the pouring rain with no top. Lucky the interior was not
installed. All I needed was a bailing cup!
There is a show in late July that may motivate me to finish some
of the details. In the meantime I’ve focused my attention on
sorting-out mechanical gremlins. Right from startup there has
been a squealing noise from the back of the engine. It took
some time and lots of opinions from club members to pin point
the issue as the throw-out bearing. Research suggested adding
either a puller or pusher spring to the clutch slave (see photo of
pusher spring). Neither strategy worked. TR4’s have a puller
spring and adjustable rod but TR6’s use a spring inside the slave

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com

to automatically adjust bearing pressure. There’s nothing to
adjust. The only option now appears to pull the transmission
and sort it out. Needless to say I’m not happy about the prospect
and that further complicates the decision to finish the interior.
I’m a procrastinator and so will not be doing anything soon.
My last adventure was door reassembly. TR3 owners should
really appreciate the lack of rollup side windows. TR4 and 6’s
have the same antiquated regulator that is a bear to reinstall.
Add to that poorly fitting fuzzy trim and glass seals sourced
from our local supply company. After hours of work you’re
never sure if trim parts will stay in place or drop into the door
never to be seen again. Simple things like attaching window
cranks and door latch handles are so frustrating that anyone who
has attempted it will not soon forget.
I should probably put the top on for the fall. I did buy the top on
sale and have done several top installations in the past. That is
just enough to know what a hassle it is installing all those snap
fittings so I’ll probably put this off until the next show. The All
Brit Labor Day Weekend show is coming up. It seems like club
events are a great motivator to get things done.
________________

Barn Finds

Submitted By Ben Rust
Club member Ben Rust
continues to find cars literally in barns. He has found
two Saab Sonnets by
where he lives and has
acquired both cars from the
original owner. Both cars
have been off the road
since 1986.
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Holy-Field Winery Concert Photos

June 22, 2018
Club members Paul & Margaret McBride (organizers), Mark & Tammy Meyer, Larry Taylor, Mark & Judy Gillissen, Bob & Kim
Aguilar, and Steve & Kim Peak were in attendance to listen to Billy Ebeling & the Late For Dinner Band. Also in attendance were
guests John Korsak (drives a supercharged TR6 from Emporia) & girlfriend Judy Swanson (from Topeka). It was a beautiful and
fun night.

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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Book Review: Skinner’s Union - Mark
Harvey
By Paul McBride
This recently published book about SU Carbs may seem a bit in
the weeds but for those of us who have a lifelong interest in British motorcars it is most welcome. First a word about what it
isn’t – a shop manual and servicing specification. Instead this
book is a history of the Skinner Brothers, Bert & Carl, and their
invention of a carburetter. The spelling of “carburetter” is
unique to the Skinner’s. Very early in the 20th Century the
brothers experimented with a device of their own on their Star
motorcar. A prototype was developed, patents were awarded,
and production began in 1908.

needle from a jet simultaneously increasing the desired mixture
to match the engine speed. An ad in “The Motor”, 1911 called
the SU an absolutely automatic carburetter. (See photos) Further development, replacing the leather bellows with a brass
suction disc, and many other developmental changes are chronicled through the 1970’s.

The racing exploits of Carl Skinner’s children Barbara and Peter
and their MG, Morris & Skinner Specials, including many photos, occupy chapters 5 & 6. I have included some photos. The
Skinner Special incorporated a Hudson straight 8 engine with 4
SU carbs. The 1930’s Hudson engines were popular in England
and were also used in the Railton and Brough Superior motorcars. (Continued next page)
The Skinner family joined in business with the Lilley Shoe Company by marriage and prospered to the extent of having the largest shoe store in the world located in London, circa 1919. This
wealth and keen interest in early motorcars allowed the brothers
to experiment and develop a new way to mix fuel and air to a
proper combustible ratio throughout the engines rev range.
The 1908 carburetter had a suction chamber and a bellows made
from a very special glace` kid leather used for woman’s gloves.
The leather was impervious to petrol and was hand sewn by a
women family member. The bellows being attached to a metal
air piston with a tapered needle, and located in the suction chamber, shrunk when introduced to engine vacuum and lifted the
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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with SU Carbs including the LeMans winning TR3’s that used
the unusual twin choke SU’s on the “Sabrina” DOHC engines.
Most of the sporting Triumphs from 1930’s to the 1980’s were
equipped with the SU carburetters.

The Second World War found the Aero SU carburetters being
used on the Rolls- Royce Merlin engines of the Spitfire and Hurricane fighters and detailed in Chapter 7. Provisions had to be
made for zero gravity. SU fuel pumps are also covered.

Included in this
beautifully bound
8 ½ “x 12” hardback book is a
Skinner Family
Tree supplement
inserted in the
back cover pocket.
It is published by The
S.U. Carburetter
Co. and can only
be
purchased

through Burlen Fuel Systems LTD. now the sole owner of everything SU. The web site is: WWW.SUCARB.CO.UK
There are 3 Appendices detailing the chronology and applications with details of the many British cars that were equipped
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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KC MG Car Club Barn Party Photos

June 30, 2018
Submitted by Ed Curry
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KC MG Car Club Barn Party Photos (Continued)

June 30, 2018
Submitted by Ed Curry

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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“Thumbs Up”
By Sam Taylor
Many of us have had the pleasure of being acknowledged by
strangers who give us a ‘thumbs up’ or a friendly honk as we
drive our sports cars on the roadways. This past June 3 rd on my
way to the annual picnic at Shawnee Mission Park, while
stopped at a light at Nieman Road and 75th Street a woman
drove up next to me, put down her window and said with a
slight French accent, “Sir, could I rent your car for a wedding?
Would you please pull over so that we could talk?” We pulled
into a parking lot. She explained a friend of hers was getting
married soon and she was putting together a photo album of the
wedding. She thought it would be cool to have a few pictures of
the bride and groom with my TR6. Once I was assured that no
one but I would actually drive the car I agreed to do it and we
exchanged phone numbers. She said her name was Zabeeb,
“but everyone calls me Zee.” I later learned she and her entourage were from Ethiopia.
We were maneuvering to leave the parking lot when I got an
idea. I hailed her down and told her that I had a friend who has
a car way cooler than mine and I’ll see him in a few minutes—
“I’ll send you a picture.” So once I arrived at the picnic I
looked up Paul McBride and told him about the possibility of
using his ‘57 TR3 in a photo shoot. Paul agreed and I took two
pictures of his TR3 and sent them to Zee. She texted right back:
“Oh yes, let’s use that one!”. So arrangements were made and
Paul and I showed up for the photo shoot on the evening of July
23rd. It was a beautiful evening. The bride and groom were
decked out and Paul’s car was looking spiffy as always. The
first shots were taken in Loose Park and the remainder were
taken on the Plaza. When the shoot was over Zee generously
gave us enough money to have a sandwich and a couple of cold
ones at the Granfalloon Restaurant and Bar.
On my way home as I drove up I-35 in my TR6 I was thinking
about how much fun this evening had been. Just then a guy on
a huge motorcycle pulled up next to me in the left lane. I
thought to myself, ‘Riding a motorcycle on a beautiful evening—now how cool is that!’ He looked over at me, nodded,
gave me a ‘thumbs up’ and sped away.

_________________

WEDGE WORDS
By Steve Olson

After discussing Alternators repeatedly I noted that Larry Taylor’s TR3 had alternator trouble far from home at the VTR. His
TR3 of course came equipped with a generator and for many
years that kept his battery charged and his lights glowing. I
know he has since upgraded nearly every bulb to an LED which
makes more light and does so while consuming just a fraction of
the electricity. So you would think he would be happy with his
old generator now that it has a lot less work to do. But no, he
replaced the alternator with a cleverly designed alternator that
looks just like a generator. It even has a dummy voltage regulator (control box in Brit speak) so only the most clever concourse
judge would know the upgrade had been made. It seems like a
great idea.
Trouble is that this clever device is not readily available far
from home. You can’t just drop into any local auto parts store
and get a replacement. You probably couldn’t even find a local
rebuilder who had the parts and knowledge to repair it even if
they were willing to do that as a rush job while you waited.
About all you could do is have Victoria British or Moss or the
Roadster Factory ship you a replacement overnight provided
they had one in stock. Depending on the day and time you discovered the problem you could be stuck for a couple of days
before you could get back on the road.
Lucky for Larry he could make his long drive home in daylight
without needing headlights, windscreen wipers or the heater
fan. His fully charged battery was enough to get him home and
the new spare battery he bought just in case was not even needed. So overall the problem wasn’t a big deal and didn’t ruin his
trip home with his well-deserved trophy. But he might have
been far less lucky.
I personally have had my stock Lucas alternators fail a few
times. And Murphy’s Law causes that to happen at inconvenient times and places. I have gone into a local parts house and
had them order me one that arrived from their warehouse the
next day. I have long since replaced my stock Lucas with one
from a Saturn that seems more reliable and likely available off
the shelf at many parts houses in larger towns. Other parts of
my car are likely far less reliable. But still I don’t venture far
from home without packing a spare alternator in the boot. And
I pack enough old worn out wrenches to swap alternators if I
need to along the roadside. These things don’t take up a lot of
room. And to me the peace of mind is PRICELESS.

______________
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Holy-Field Winery Concert #2 Photos
July 6, 2018
Dave Basse Jazz Trio & More performed on our second outing to Holy-Field Winery. In attendance were Bob & Kim Aguilar
(organizers), Larry Taylor, Warren Wood, Steve & Carol Olson, Paul & Margaret McBride and Steve & Kim Peak. It was another
gorgeous and fun night.

http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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VTR – One for Two
By Susan and Ron Ray
It all started in 2011, when we finally got our TR3A drivable after it sat around for three years in our garage and we decided to head
west for VTR in Breckenridge, Colorado.
We left early one morning and made our first stop after a good 15 minutes of driving when the car died and would not start. Triple
A picked us up and delivered the car to Brian Haupt’s place. Once he arrived at work, the fuel pump was replaced and off we went
again heading west on I-70. After a stop for lunch and gas, and another break at a rest stop about half way between Abilene and
Salina, Kansas, the car would barely run. We managed to get the sputtering car turned around and headed back east before it finally
died completely. We waited hours for Triple A. They finally arrived after dark. We finally made it back home the following day,
decided to abandon the Triumph and park it in our garage, then headed out in our TR Civic. We made it to Breckenridge and back
without incident. We eventually discovered that the TR3’s fuel tank was full of loose junk that was plugging the outlet line. The
fuel tank also had a broken baffle lying in the bottom of the tank. A new fuel tank from The Roadster Factory was the fix.
Jump ahead 7 years, and we decided to try our luck again and head
north to La Crosse, Wisconsin, for “VTR 2018 on the Mississippi.” By this time, the TR3 had received an engine rebuild, a transmission rebuild, an overdrive rebuild, a rebuilt front suspension, a
new wiring harness, and new carpet. Within a few weeks of our
departure for VTR 2018, we installed a new radiator and rebuilt
distributor, and rebuilt the steering box. Before we left, the correct
reconnections for the turn signal wiring remained a mystery. Larry
Taylor came over, and, like Hawkeye Pierce standing over a surgical patient, Larry patiently examined the problem and applied his
logical thinking process to get everything working properly.
We were to meet Larry in his TR3A in Cameron, Missouri, on
Tuesday, just about an hour from where we lived. Within a few
miles of Cameron, the car overheated. The coolant bypass hose
had a pin-hole sized leak. We called Larry and advised him to
head north without us, as we were returning home to consider our
options. Since we live within 20 minutes of a British car parts
place in Lenexa, Kansas, the decision was to wait for it to open,
change out the by-pass hose, and again head north. An upper radiator hose was also purchased as a spare. The new by-pass hose was not shaped properly, but after several attempts, it finally
clamped tight.
We were off, once again, to the great green north, almost five hours behind our original schedule. However, with ears falling silent
to comments about the need to get gas and opting to believe the fuel gauge, we ran out of gas very near where the car had originally
overheated. The gas gauge had been stuck on 1/4 tank. After a 20 to 30
minute wait for Triple A to bring our free three gallons of fuel, we were
off and running with everything going great…..…until, somewhere on I90 between Albert Lea, Minnesota, and La Crosse, Wisconsin, the car
started missing. The spring clip that kept the “fine tuning” timing wheel
on the newly rebuilt distributor from vibrating was gone. Channeling 45
years into a past life when tools were not affordable, the engine was timed
by ear and a piece of metal was
wedged in-place to secure the adjustment wheel. Off we went without
incident all the way to La Crosse,
arriving in enough time to attend the
welcome reception. The food was
good, and The Pearl Ice Cream Parlor
near the host hotel was even better.
During the course of VTR, we visited
twice – delicious each time!
On Wednesday morning, Larry Taylor joined us on one of the self-guided
driving tours through beautiful rolling
hills and trees. We stopped for lunch
in Coon Valley, Wisconsin, then we
drove back to La Crosse to make the
first tech session of the event. Later
that evening, the three of us walked to
a “famous” burger place (Rudy’s)
about a mile (Continued next page)
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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from the hotel and were a little disappointed. It is hard to beat Town Topic and Winstead’s here in Kansas City, Missouri. However, the novelty of Rudy’s car hops on roller skates delivering trays of food to cars was a sight to behold.
Thursday morning bright and early we joined the parade of Triumphs for the breakfast run to Westby, Wisconsin. It was a sunny
drive through the Driftless area near La Crosse. They call it Driftless because glaciers missed this area and left the hilly countryside
intact. Quite lovely!
Thursday was also the Fun Rallye. Although we missed the first two questions (we planned to go back and find those answers), we
were moving along pretty well until the car overheated again. We pulled off onto a very long driveway to evaluate the situation.
Soon thereafter, two other Triumphs stopped to offer assistance.
The miss-shaped by-pass hose obtained from the Lenexa, Kansas, British car parts place had worked itself loose. We got that back
in place, added water to the radiator, and off we were for about another 10 minutes before the car overheated again. We discovered
a steady, thin stream of coolant running out of the upper radiator hose. This ended our Fun Rallye.

We managed to get back to the hotel with only one water stop for the radiator. We replaced both the upper radiator and by-pass hoses using the spare upper radiator hose purchased earlier, and a correct by-pass hose that Charles Runyan with the Roadster Factory
had given us when we spoke earlier at his vendor display at the host hotel.
Friday was the car show, with 70 percent chance of rain. Our car stayed in the covered garage adjacent to our hotel. The car is a
daily driver, badly in need of a paint job, so we didn’t think anyone would vote for it but of course we like it a lot! We walked along
the Mississippi River to the car show held at Riverside Park. The
park was very pretty. We visited the Riverside Museum and
walked through the Riverside International Friendship Gardens,
both at the north end of the park. The Apothik Food Truck was at
the car show and we had Jerk Chicken Bowls for lunch. It was
excellent; the best food we had during the entire trip. We also
took a 90-minute tour on a paddle boat up the Mississippi and
back. This was the river cruise we had missed on Wednesday
evening because we registered too late. The rains came while we
were on the paddle boat. We believe the car show was over before
it rained. Larry Taylor was a Concours judge, and has a hat to
prove it.
Friday night was the awards banquet. Larry Taylor’s TR3A won
Second Place in the Participants Choice show. The Kansas City
Triumph Sports Car Club newsletter, The TR Times, edited by
Bob Aguilar, was winner of one of the club newsletter awards. (Continued next page)
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With hopes of a non-eventful drive home, we left La Crosse around 7:00 am on Saturday morning. We had only one known concern: Larry’s car had alternator problems. Planning ahead, Larry had purchased a spare battery in La Crosse, and was confident that
he could make it the approximately 470 miles with two batteries and no working alternator. Things went well the first hour or so.
Then, our TR3 started missing again. We stopped, set the points and timing, and kept going west, with our car leading in case of future problems. At some point, Mia Gans and Cecil Wise passed us in their TR6, towing their unique TR3 Spitfire trailer. (Mia and
Cecil won one of the photo/craft/model awards at the banquet Friday night). With our car still missing, we stayed with them until the
I-90 and I-35 interchange. Rounding the ramp onto I-35 South, the car died and would not restart. Larry pulled over behind us. Mia
and Cecil stopped some distance ahead but went on to the next exit and circled back around to help. Mike Sabelhaus, with LiteZupp
Industries, pulled over at the rear. It was decided to change the condenser, but that solved nothing. All that was left was the coil, but
we did not have a spare. Naturally, Larry, Cecil, and Mike all had spare coils. We wired one up temporarily and the car started.
While removing the old coil, the ignition wire to the coil pulled out of the connector. It was noted that this loose connection could
have been the problem all along. Larry had a spare connector and crimping tool. Everything was fixed and we traveled home without further incidents. Larry made it to his house on his original battery.
Now that everything seems to be working, we may make it to Texas VTR next year. We’ll wait and see.
This was our fifth long trip in an old English sports car; the first for our TR3A. On all trips, we are constantly amazed at the kind and
generous nature of the British car community.
_____________________

Additional Photos From VTR 2018
Submitted by Larry Taylor
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Robert & Barbara Sloan, 1974 TR-6
GOING NEGATIVE
By
Larry Taylor
(Note – I just came across this article I wrote for the newsletter
in 2015 but apparently I never submitted it so I decided to
share it now.)
One of my first purchases after I acquired my TR3 in 1967 was
an eight track tape player. I hooked it up, installed the speakers, popped in Beatles tape, turned it on and it proceeded to run
backwards tangling the tape in the works before it pushed the
tape out of the machine. It was totaled in less than ten seconds.
That was my introduction to positive ground. Prior to that experience I had never heard of a positive ground car.
I owned the car probably forty years before I learned that converting to negative ground was a relatively easy. However, the
purest in me held out making the change. I had gradually invested in positive ground by installing a positive ground electronic ignition, positive ground LED lighting, a polarity reversed outlet for my cell phone and GPS and I could not recall
if my electric cooling fan and the aftermarket heater fan motor
would convert to negative ground.
I looked into cruise controls several years ago and convinced
myself that I would need to convert to negative ground to install one. Due to the investment I had in positive ground, I
shelved the idea. My enthusiasm was renewed after seeing Bob
Jasper’s 1958 TR3 at the VTR Regional in Excelsior Springs
with a cruise control and positive ground. Again, I was not
comfortable with trying to install one on a positive ground car
when Rostra (one of the manufactures) said it would not work –
even though Bob figured it out. At the VTR in Kerrville the
following year, I spent some time talking to Mike Hado who
has a TR3B with a cruise control, but with negative ground.
Mike was very generous with his knowledge and later emailed
me specifications, installation pictures and sources of materials.
That did it, I was going to switch to negative ground and install
a cruise control and ordered a negative ground Pertronix electronic ignition and negative ground LED lighting, and the
cruise control.

My positive ground electronic ignition was also a Pertronix and
all of the parts looked the same so I simply swapped ignitor
module turned the coil 180 degrees and wired it up the same as
the old one, hit the starter, and the car did not start. Belatedly, I
pulled out the instructions and discovered the wiring was different for negative ground, so I switched it around and still no joy.
A call to Pertronix and subsequent bench test of the ignitor and
coil confirmed my fear that they were both fried. So I ordered a
new electronic ignition and coil and the conversion got more
expensive.
While waiting for parts, I proceeded to replacing the positive
ground LED lighting with negative ground LED bulbs and converted many of the remaining tungsten bulbs to LED’s. I found
that I had to switch the wiring on the cooling fan but the heater
fan required no change. The way I understand it, if an electric
motor has field windings, you do not need to reverse the polarity. If the motor has a magnetic field, then you must switch the
wiring or it will run backwards – I conclude from this that my
eight track tape player from years ago had a magnetic field. I
then switched the wires on my outlet for the GPS and I was
ready for round two with the electronic ignition and coil that
arrived a few days later and installed it this time following the
instructions without any additional problems.
I also got the cruise control installed. I am not going to write
about it here, but if anyone is interested contact me and I will
share the information that Mike Hado sent me.
______________

The basic conversion is straight forward. You simply disconnect the battery, turn it around and connect the negative ground
(I purchased new battery cables). Next, you disconnect the
field wire from the generator and with a jumper wire touch the
field terminal on the generator a few times to the positive terminal on the battery. Next reverse the wires on the ammeter
and then connect the battery cable from the starter solenoid to
the positive terminal of the battery. Absent electronic ignition
or other modifications, you switch the low voltage leads on the
coil and you are good to go. Simple enough.
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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Drive-In Movie Night, July 21, 2018
By Bob Aguilar

______________

What a night for going to the Drive-In. Perfect weather and
lots of Little British Cars (LBCs), as well as a German and a
few Japanese sports cars. In total there were 19 cars including
four MGB Roadsters, a MGB-GT, a MGC-GT, a Triumph GT6,
a Triumph TR-250 and two TR-6s. One of the TR6s was towing a 1/2 Spitfire trailer on their way home to Coffeyville, KS
after attending VTR 2018 in La Crosse, WI. There was also a
Jaguar XK140, a Morris Minor Mini, a Z3 BMW, a S-2000
Honda and five MX5 Miatas. Representing the KC Triumphs
were Pat Fischer & Roger Elliot and Bob & Kim Aguilar.

Save the Date, Aug. 19, "Art of the Machine" Car Show, KCMO City Market
A Message from Warren Wood
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The purpose of this message is to remind you to Save the Date,
Sunday, Aug. 19, for the “Art of the Machine” car show at the
City Market just north of downtown Kansas City, MO, featuring
Triumph and MG automobiles
The MG Club already has reserved Aug. 19 for its members to
participate in the show, and they have invited our Club to join
them. You can check out the web site for the Art of the Machine
Car Series summer schedule of shows at: http://
thecitymarket.org/events/art-of-the-machine-car-series.
To get a better idea about this event, see the write-up on last
year’s show that appeared in the October 2017 TR Times newsletter on the Club’s web page (www.kansascitytriumphs.com) ,
Volume 39, Issue No. 5, page 18.
More details will be coming soon, and we plan to send out an
Evite for the event. Meanwhile, if you think you might be interested in attending, please reply to me directly
at wbwood@sbcglobal.net, if you have not done so yet .
_____________

Thanks to the MG Club who were gracious hosts for this event
and even shared their delicious popcorn. It was definitely fun
visiting with MG Club members and we enjoyed the movie
“Jurassic Park”. We skipped the second movie “Ant Man and
the Wasp” as it would end too late for us.
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Congratulations Steve & Cheryl Carver
For your Triumph Spitfire making the cover and inside story on the Victoria British Catalog.

9th Annual Cruise to The K Classic Car Show and Exhibit
By Sam Taylor

The subject event will be held at Kauffman Stadium on Sunday, August 26, 2018. Cars will be on display in Lot A and will be
exhibited throughout the day.
I participated in this car show last year and it was a lot of fun. There were two British sports cars there. I contacted the Royals’
POC for this event and she said they would not be able to block off a row for our club and could only provide parking on a firstcome/first-serve basis. We will rendezvous outside the stadium at a predetermined location and drive in as a group and that way be
able to display our automobiles together as a club. Rendezvous information will be sent out at a later date.
Here are details about the event taken from their website: Ticket package (for par ticipants): Ticket packages include an
entrance into the contest, two tickets to the Royals vs. Indians game, a parking pass, commemorative t-shirt and dash
plaque. Price: $39. In addition, participants that purchase a car show ticket package will also receive one (1) voucher for Buy
One, Get One Free Admission to the Kansas City Auto Museum. Vouchers can be picked up on the day of the event.
Tickets will be assigned upon confirmation of your registration by Royals staff. (Last year I had to attach a photo of my TR6 to my
email registration. I guess the Royals don’t want people taking advantage of the event to drive the family car into the stadium and
pretend they’re participating in a car show.) Be sure to request additional tickets during registration if you would like more than
the two seats included in the registration cost and hope to sit together. Additional tickets can be purchased for $15.00. Seating is
limited and subject to availability. (Last year the seating was in the covered area (shaded) well above home plate. Very interesting
perspective of the game.)
An hour before game time they hold a ‘popular vote’ for best in show and the top ten winners get to drive their cars into Kauffman
Stadium and drive around the playing field and warning track.
Registration and more info available by Googling “Cruise to the K” or at www.mlb.com/royals/tickets/specials/cruise-to-the-k.
________________________
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com
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Congratulations Mark McCracken
For your Triumph TR-6 making the cover and inside story on the Victoria British Catalog.

2019 dues remain $20 ($25 if you want your
newsletter mailed via USPS). Dues collection
for 2019 starts at the Heartland All British Car
Show on Sept. 2nd and runs through the end of
the year. Please use the enclosed Membership
application found later in this newsletter to renew.
http://www.kansascitytriumphs.com

Pictured above is Ed Curry’s Father’s Day Gift from his son.
Beautifully hand made just for Ed. Ed’s son says he can similarly make and customize others for $600 complete or $400 unpainted.

Page 25

TR Times

August 2018

Kansas City Triumphs Club 40th Anniversary Dinner
Come join us for a true celebration of 40 YEARS. We will have
dinner, dessert, goodie bags, drawings for giveaways, and other
SURPRISES. We have a Tr iumph par king ar ea on the
North side of Bass Pro, with access to our banquet room.
When: Saturday, September 22, 2018
Where: Uncle Buck’s Grill (Bass Pro Shop)
12051 Bass Pro Dr.
Olathe, KS 66061
Time:

5:00 PM Social Hour and Car Display
6:00 PM Cocktails (Cash Bar)
6:30 PM Dinner

Program to follow and other SURPRISES
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More Club Event Ideas for 2018
By Ed Curry
At the January annual Planning Meeting several great event suggestions were expressed. All have merit and should appeal to a
group of club members. All we need is an event sponsor, someone to step up and organize and plan any of these events. If you
have an interest in one of these events please contact any board member.
The list includes: (* indicates the event has been scheduled and we have a volunteer lead)
Weston, MO Car Show-monthly
Leavenworth Art Show-Prisoner Art
Cars & Coffee Downtown Lawrence, KS
World War I Museum
* Holy-Field Winery in Basehor, KS, June 22nd, Paul McBride, July 6th,
Bob Aguilar
Crooked Post Winery-Ozawkie, KS
Emporia, KS Downtown Tour
Armacost Museum- Grandview, MO
Topeka, KS Old Town
McPherson, KS College Car Show- May 5th, 2018
Ottawa, KS BBQ
Harley Davidson Museum
Museum of American Speed, Lincoln, NE
Amelia Earhart Festival Atchison, KS, July 20 & 21 KCMGC
SLIM (Sping Lark In May) Run, May 5, KCMGC
*Drive in Movie Night
Combat Air Museum-Topeka
*City Market-Art of the Machine Car Series, Aug 19th, Warren Wood
Otherwise, if there is an event that you plan on attending please invite other club members. No telling who’s LBC may be running
on any given weekend and would like to come along. It’s always reassuring to have a repair buddy somewhere down the road!
Just post a note on our g-mail or better yet send an evite. Evites are easy and it helps confirm who may be traveling along. Check
with a board member for a distribution list and help with an evite.
____________________
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