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Club Officers 2011 

Director: Jack Edwards 
816.348.0773 
 jackhedwards@gmail.com 
Assistant Director: Ed Blend 
913-897-2348 
edblend@sbcglobal.net 
Secretary/Treasurer: Bob Aguilar 
913.681.3202 
rgaguilar@aol.com 

Historian: Paul McBride (co-founder) 
 913.441.0499  
 pmcbtr3@everestkc.net 
Advisor/Publicist: Gary Davis (co-founder) 
 913.441.2733  
 gdtr3@msn.com 
Newsletter Editor/Publisher: Chip Kigar 
 913.894.8538  
 Ckigar@Hexnut.us 
Membership Director: Stephen Boyse 
 genobuf@aol.com 

Annual Dues are $30.00 To Join, Pay Dues or for an 
Address Change, Please Contact: 
Bob Aguilar 
12713 W 119th Ter 
Overland Park, KS 66213 

Please Send Newsletter Articles to Ckigar@Hexnut.us. 
ALL submissions will receive an acknowledgement. If 

you donôt receive one, please call Chip (see above) 

http://kansascitytriumphs.com/ 

Directors Drippins XXVIII
  Can you believe that on the first of March 5 of us 

could drive their Triumphs to Club Night Out!  I 

was the only one this time, brave enough to not put 

up my top.  On the way over I didnôt even need a 

jacket, on the way home I did.  I didnôt have to roll 

up the windows, so I should qualify and be able to 

go on the next drive with Ron Ray and Paul (third 

Saturday of the month) I hope they get to have a 

drive instead of just driving to a diner.  It is really 

invigorating to have my car back on the road.  It 

hasnôt shown a sign of heating up and the oil 

pressure is running 50 to 70 better than ever.  I 

really owe my grandsons Josh and Brock a big one 

for putting it back together for me, so far it isnôt 

even leaking oil! 

  We started the year off with a great turnout at the 

planning meeting, thanks Larry and Linda.  Their 

new home is beautiful.  The first 3 meetings of the 

year have had good turnouts.  We have name tags 

for all the new members and several old ones who 

we missed before.  Bob Aguilar's has them with 

him at each meeting.  We made Nicole (our  special 

waitress) an honorary member, gave her a license 

plate bracket and a name tag at the last meeting.  

We all felt that she does such a great job for us that 

she deserved to receive something from us all. 

 The tour at Minddrive Feb 25 was great, what a 

neat bunch of mentors & kids. If you missed the 

Minddrive tour you are welcome to visit them any 

Saturday at 11 am, they meet at 2625 Holmes. Our 

next outing is March 20 at Harvesterôs.  We meet 

there at 6pm and work 2 hours, try it you might like 

it.  We have a lot of open time on the calendar this 

year if you want to do something just call or email 

one of the directors and will get it on the calendar, 

and send notice to the membership.  You will be the 

trip sponsor and organizer.  What a Deal!  If you do 

get a notification or an e-vite for an event please 

answer yes or no it only takes a minute. 

Keep those Triumphôs on the road 

Jack
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Wedge Words
What is the very best TR ever built?  Well good luck 

finding any two Triumph owners who would agree about 

that.  So how about the opposite.  Which is the least 

loved TR of all times?  Well according to the motoring 

press the TR7 wins that one hands down.  And a lot of 

TR owners would quickly agree that the 7 was a bad 

design, was badly assembled from a bin full of bad parts, 

sold by a weak dealer network and priced too high to be 

competitive.  This was a car that everyone loved to hate. 

But something isn't quite right about all this Rodney 

Dangerfield lack of respect! 

For one thing, if this car was really just a total pile of 

crud then why did they keep building it for so long?  

Was Triumph just so broke and badly managed that they 

had no choice but to keep beating a dead horse?  Were 

they so broke and mismanaged that they didn't have any 

money for refinements and improvements?  Was the 

1981 model not a far different and much improved car 

over the 1975? 

The 7 was nothing even similar to all the TR's that came 

before it.  It didn't have a rust prone, heavy but limber 

frame. It was a unibody like nearly every other car 

whose design wasn't done in the 50's .  It didn't have the 

trouble prone independent rear suspension.  And for the 

first years it didn't have a top that let the rain, noise, and 

wind pour in.  It didn't even have a tractor derived 

engine that was years out of date.  It didn't have a shape 

as aerodynamic as a brick.  It was nothing like a TR for 

sure.   

The 7 wasn't a perfect car.  Triumph went too cheap on 

the transmission, rear end, and brakes.  And the build 

quality from the strike riddled assembly plants was less 

than stellar.  The bold styling was something folks either 

loved or hated.  It was either a terrible mistake or just 

way ahead of its time.  And the advertising budget was 

nearly non-existent. 

Still there is one fact that can't be disputed and it speaks 

volumes.  112,000 TR7's were built and sold.  112,000 

folks came into the showroom, liked what they saw, and 

signed the papers to drive a new TR7 home.  No other 

TR model ever sold that many units.     

So the best TR of all times, at least from a sales number 

point of view, is the unloved lowely TR7.  And today 

many are available at rock bottom prices. 

Steve Olson 

P.S.  I do know that the Spitfire sold in even 

larger numbers but it wasn't called a TR. 

Editorôs note: The Triumph trademark is owned 

currently by BMW, which acquired Triumph when it 

bought the Rover Group in 1994. When it sold Rover, it 

kept the Triumph marque. The Phoenix Consortium, 

which bought Rover, tried to buy the Triumph brand, but 

BMW refused, saying that if Phoenix insisted, it would 

break the deal. 

Steveé Do you really think the company that built the 

engines for THIS: 

:

Messerschmitt Me 264 

wants to have to compete with a car called the 

SPITFIRE?after all, it DID TRiumph!  

Chip 
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Editorôs Notes  

I certainly hope everyone has been taking 

advantage of this unMarch like weather.  Today I 

drove the Spitfire down to an antique store I hadnôt 

visited beforeé Weird Stuffé if you need a  

 

Or a  

   

Itôs the place.  Itôs quite a collection of... weird stuff 

at 901 Tracy in KCMO.   

Finding unusual places something I really enjoy, 

especially in the Spitfire on a beautiful day. 

Iôve missed out on a couple of  fun club activities 

these last few weeks as it has been quite busy at my 

job.. Hence the late and thin newsletter.  Anyway, 

this issue has coverage of the Mindrive tour,   Steve 

Olson weighs in on the best Triumph and a couple 

of new advertisers.  Remember, it you have a need, 

remember our advertisers. 

Chip  
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June 1st and 2nd, 2012 - Independence, Missouri. 23rd Annual Heartland MG Regional car show and 

swap 

We have returned to the Historic Square in Independence, Missouri for a Saturday of MG excitement.  

17 different classes for MG owners with a participant favorite best of show as well as a judged best of 

show.  

Additional classes for owners of any other type of British car with expanded classes for Triumph and 

Austin Healey owners. Friday night cookout at the host hotel,  

Quality Inn & Suites at 4200 Noland Road, in Independence.  

Show starts at 9 AM Saturday with trophies, t-shirts, posters, silent auction, & swap vendors. For more 

information, please go to our web site, www.heartlandmgregional.com or contact Joe Blackwood @ 816-

520-2433. 

 

 

We now have available a license plate frame. Each club member will receive one 

free; additional may be purchased at $2.00 each. Get one for each of your cars 

and show your association. 

http://www.heartlandmgregional.com/
tel:816-520-2433
tel:816-520-2433
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1973 Triumph TR6  For Sale 

 
Exterior Color : Midnight Blue ( Good shape on a scale of 1-10 I would say it's a 7) 
Interior Color: Biscuit (Light Tan) (NEW) Panels and Carpet with NEW Underlay 
Top: Biscuit (NEW) 
Tonneau: (NEW) 
Mileage: 90,001 (Original) 
Transmission: (4) Speed (Syncronizers all work perfectly  
Brakes: 75% 

Rack & Pinion: Replaced with NEW Quick Steer in February this year 
Tires: Red Line but would say they will need to be replaced due to age . Tread 
depth 3-4  
Electrics: All wiring is sound with NEW Battery, Points, Condenser, Rotor, Dist 
Cap, Plug Wires 

Fuel Pump: Replaced NEW Manual Pump with NEW Electric Pump just for a 
confidence issue 
Exhaust: No idea how old but is sound and have added Chrome Tips to the twin exhaust pipes 

Wheels: Original steel wheels with NEW Chrome Wheel Rings and NEW center wheel devices  
Lug Nuts: NEW Chrome Lug Nuts and Center Wheel TR6 emblems 
Bumpers: Original with very small corner dent in right rear but have additional chrome bumpers added 

Oil Pressure: Excellent and does not smoke 

Alternator: Good charging levels 
Coil: NEW replacement  
Windshield Wiper Motor: Works perfectly ( Surprise , Surprise) 
Sun Visors: Excellent condition  
Steering Wheel: Perfect condition ( Another Surprise) 
Clutch: Has had a new slave unit added. Makes a little noise until warms up but needs to be driven 
U joints and Drive shaft: Appear to be strong. Had differential and transmission fluids changed in February 

Title: Clear and free from leans 

Asking Price: Had listed in Craigslist for $11,950 but have dropped to $10,950 as I need the garage space 
Please have interested parties contact me directly at : 
Leonard J. Urban 

5106 McCoy Street 
Shawnee, Ks 66226 

Cell: (913) 449-9790

 

Country Music, British Cars, Irish Pubs in one 
weekend
How do those three things all fit together in one 

article? 

It all started a few months ago when they made 

the announcement that George Strait and 

Martina McBride were coming to Kansas City in 

Feb. At that time, Terri and I purchased tickets. 

About a month or so later, I figured out it was 

the same date I would be leaving to go to the 

Chicago British Swap meet on the 26th of Feb.  

A group of us had been going the past few years 

together in my RV and now faced with this 

revelation, we decided not to go. Then, after 

further discussion, we decided that after the 

concert was over, we could all leave and drive 

all night in the SUV rather than the RV. Make 

time and save on fuel. We also talked about 

spending Sunday night there and coming home 

on Monday. Go over to Downers Grove and 

have a pint and dinner at the Irish Pub after the 

swap meet.  

Well, it seems that a couple of us 

forgot the conversation about 

spending the night there and they 

had planned on driving all night 

to Chicago, going to the swap 

meet, then drive back 

home....with no rest. Bill Davidson and I opted 
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to drive separately from them. Then, of course, 

they decided to stay home.  

Anyway, Terri and I went to the concert. 

Martina McBride opened with a show that lasted 

1 hour 15 minutes. Then a 15 minute break and 

out came George. Unfortunately, he sang two 

songs and stopped. He was ill and promised to 

come back the next week. That was OK for me 

as it got us out of the Spring Center at 9:15. Bill 

and I pulled out of my drive at 10:45 PM and 

headed off to Chicago.  

We arrived at the DuPage County Fairgrounds at 

6:01 AM, just shortly after they opened the 

doors to sellers, which we were. We got our 

stuff into our space then proceeded to scope out 

the deals from other sellers prior to the general 

public opening. I purchased many items, sold a 

few. We left the swap meet at 1PM and headed 

for the hotel. Got a small nap in prior to going to 

the Irish pub for a couple of pints and dinner. 

Then we headed back to KC on Monday the 

27th.  

Have you caught on as to how all three of these 

tied in together?  

Now as far as 

country music 

goes, I have seen 

George Strait 

many times but 

have never seen 

Martina 

McBride. What a 

show she puts on. 

She accompanied 

George on the 

return the 

following week and put on an entirely different 

show for us. A total of 2 1/2 hours of her music 

for the two shows and what a voice. If you have 

the opportunity to see her, it will be worth every 

dime you spend. As far as George Strait goes, 

not much needs to be said. He is a true 

professional talent that I will return to see again.  

 

The swap meet in Chicago is by far the largest, 

strictly British, swap meet that I know of but I 

am sure someone out there knows of another. 

Vendor spots are sold out every year. The crowd 

of buyers gets so large that it becomes hard to 

walk in there. It is put on by the Chicagoland 

MG Club and probably 60 to 70 % of items 

available are for MGs. But it is quite often you 

find the Triumph, Healey, Jaguar part. This year 

the guy next to us had Rolls Royce and Bentley 

items. If you are into shopping for parts for your 

project or just talking about the latest mishap 

with your car to other mishappers, then this is 

the place for you to be.  

Irish pubs are about all the same and I find it 

hard to go into one without ordering a black & 

tan....or two.  

Joe Blackwood 

 

 

Membership forms and all the benefits of 

membership are online at http://www.vtr.org/

http://www.vtr.org/
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For all your Kansas City Triumph Sports Car Club 
Regalia, contact: 
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60th Annual Rallye Glenwood Springs  
June 8-10, 2012 

 

 

          
 

The MG Car Club - Rocky Mountain Centre invites you to help us celebrate our 60th Annual Rallye 

Glenwood Springs, the oldest continually-held time-speed-distance rallye in the United States, on Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday, June 8, 9 & 10, 2012.  The first Glenwood Springs Rallye began with a hardy 

group of MGCC-RMC sports car owners who discovered the joys of top-down motoring in Colorado 

when MGs still had running boards and the new TR2 and powerful XK-120 were just beginning to 

be sold by Colorado car dealers.  Imagine what Colorado mountain roads were like during that 
1952 Rallyeðgravel (some pavement!), no guardrails (helps to  slow drivers!), single-lane 
bridges (you need more?), hairpin curves, sheer cliffs, and thin air (well, we still have those!).  

The Rocky Mountains of central Colorado, with some of the most breathtaking scenery in America, have 

formed the backdrop for the Rallye Glenwood Springs through fifty-nine previous years.  Vintage and 

classic cars from as far away as California and Illinois have shared the twisting mountain roads with their 

newer counterparts for octane-related festivities.  And enthusiasts have come from as far away as England 

to drive borrowed MGCC-RMC cars through such fabled Colorado mining towns as Leadville and Aspen 

on their way to Glenwood Springs. 

This milestone weekend is a marvelous opportunity for not only MG owners but also all car enthusiasts of 

every marqueðBritish, American, European, Asianðto come together for sunny days, cool nights, and 

unique events.  The fun begins Friday with a scenic Road Tour winding through canyons and over 

mountain passes between Denver and Glenwood Springs.  Saturdayôs main event is the Rallye Glenwood 

Springsða time-speed-distance rally to challenge both novice and experienced rallyistsðthrough the 

beautiful mountain valleys around Glenwood Springs.  The weekend culminates with the Banquet on 

Saturday night and the Car Show, Funkhana, and Awards Presentation on Sunday. 

Registration is only $45 (before May 15, $55 thereafter) for all driving events and the car show; banquet 

and regalia are extra.  Additional information and registration forms are available on the MG Car Club, 

Rocky Mountain Centre website at http://mgcc.org/.  You can also contact Glenwood Publicity Chairman 

Steve Hart at 303-985-2763 or E-mail: stephen_hart45@msn.com for information.   

 

http://mgcc.org/
mailto:stephen_hart45@msn.com
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 MINDDRIVE VISIT FEBRUARY 25, 2012
When I left Saturday morning, it was 30, and I 

wimped out and didnôt drive the Triumph, yes it is 

finally running again!  Ron and Susan Ray and Bob 

Agular didnôt wimp out and drove their cars.  After 

class the kids went out to look them over.  Eight of 

our members attended with one guest.  Ed and Irene 

did great job on the lunch and drinks. 

   Minddrive is located at 2615 Holmes.  They have 

a great location, four class rooms and a great shop 

area.  They had 5 vehicles in the shop and could 

have gotten 6 or 7 more in and had plenty of work 

space.  Most of the students were working on 

revising a Lotus body shell so that it would have 4ò 

of ground clearance instead of 8ò.  Chuck Luna was 

advising them on what and where to cut sections out 

of the body.  Chuckôs sons were leaving as we got 

there; they had looked everything over and made 

their recommendations. Lunaôs shop is on the 

Boulevard and they are known nationally for their 

work on Low Riders.  They have done some 

fantastic cars.  

   The kids have finished the chassis and it is like 

new.  When they are finished the body will be 

attached with 6 bolts.  The body looked like an ant 

hill with kids climbing in under removing parts, 

cutting the floor pan and firewall.  The Lotus is car 

number 3 and 2 will be able to ride in it.  They have 

the chassis and body ready on car number 2 and 

were redoing the 3m body on car number 1.  The 

boy that does all the welding now was making a 

model of car 2, for the silent auction at the fund 

raiser March 8.   

  The entire class wasnôt present while we were 

there.  They were taking SAT test.  All the mentorôs 

and kids have black golf shirts with the Minddrive 

logo and looked great, of course as we all know you 

donôt work on a car and stay looking great, well 

maybe Paul does.   Before they finished working 

they hoisted the body up on its right side so next 

week they can work on the bottom of the floor pan.  

All the kids and mentors and some of us helped 

cleanup and put away all their tools. 

   One of the parents ate lunch with us; I visited with 

him for a while.  He was thrilled with the change 

Minddrive has made in his son.  The kids were great 

to visit with and would come up and introduce 

themselves to us and explain what they were doing.   

They are very serious about what they do and very 

polite. 

   If you did not get to go and would like to see it for 

yourself; we were told we are always welcome to 

come.  Tom and all the mentors are really getting a 

lot out of working with the kids and are making 

friends for life. 

 

Jack 
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